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MEDLEY. 


Tose who have seen him will probably agree with us, that though 
the portraiture of Medley, hereto prefixed, is very well engraved, 
with much fine work in back ground and sky, making altogether a 
handsome picture, and doing credit to the burin of Messrs. Childs 
and Tucker, yet it must be admitted that the limner has not done full 
justice to the original. Making all allowance for the impossibility of 
representing to the very life, the bouyant bearing and self complacent 
expression of a highly pampered animal, exulting in the glory of past 
achievements and the consummate luxury of his sonnsranryegesscon- 
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dition, yet it can scarcely be said that the picture before us realizes 
the figure of this beautiful son of old Reality, in his least impassioned 
moments—the legs especially appear too small round and stiff. 

Having been supplied with no account of him except the public 
advertisement, we can only state that he is now standing at the Central 
Course, near Baltimore, where, for want of a sufficient number of 
thoroughbred mares, he is, we fear, not likely to be encouraged accor- 
ding to his value and deserts.—The oldest of his get, except Bluebird, 
are three years old this grass, and are now coming on the turf—They 
are said to be large, and well formed, and command high prices.—For 
half of one of them, Cadet out of Sally Walker, $2000 have been re- 
fused, and one, out of a half bred mare, was lately sold for $1000, 
by Mr. Dusenberry of North Carolina. His reputation as a stallion 
will depend much upon what may be disclosed of his get in our racing 
calendar the present year.—Jt would be needless to repeat here the 
full pedigree of Medley—suffice it here to say that he was by Sir Hal, 
the best son of imported Sir Harry, by Sir Peter Teazle; his dam old 
Reality. His last race was at Broadrock, three mile heats, 1828, then 
four years old, in which he beat Ariel, and fell lame, and was with- 
drawn from the turf. 





RACEHORSE REGION. 
Mr. Eprror: Landsford, S.C. Feb. 18, 1833. 

The ground assumed in my last to you, on the racing region, may 
be thus stated:—That Virginia, and North Carolina in the east, and 
Tennessee in the west, is that part of the United States in which the 
horse has arrived to the greatest perfection, and will continue to main- 
tain his superiority. To this, on reflection, I am persuaded you should 
add Kentucky. It is one of my theories that a moderate climate is 
best adapted to the full development of the form and powers of the 
human race, and that similar laws govern all animals adapted to the 
climate, and more particularly the horse, whose life and habits are 
almost as artificial as those of man. 

The inhabitants of the states above named, I believe, taken as a 
people, can walk farther, run faster, and jump farther, than any people 
in the union; and that men of greater strength have been raised there 
than elsewhere. 

This seems to be the universal law of nature: that, as you approach 
either extreme of climate, man and all domestic animals degenerate 
in size and strength; and I think it fair to infer that, if you can fix 
the true medium, it must be the happiest location—at least for those 
animals on whom climate seems to produce such obvious effects. 
Convineed of: the: truth of this theory, I was led to reflect on the 
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causes that have hitherto prevented the Kentucky horses from acquir- 
ing that reputation on the turf, which, from location, they should— 
bred by the descendants of Virginians, in a happy climate, and from 
as good stock as any on the continent. The reasons of this seeming 
inferiority lay on the very surface, and are strictly these. In Ken- 
tucky most horses were bred for sale. Every person endeavored to 
push them into market as soon as possible. Thus every colt was pushed 
tothe utmost in his growth. During summer, he ran in soft luxuriant 
lots of blue grass; fed, at the same time, with as much corn as he 
could destroy: in winter, corn, hay and oats, at will. This treatment 
was calculated to give him great size—load him with flesh—give him a 
heavy head and neck—with large feet and meaty legs. He was thus 
early fitted for sale; but, in every particular, the very reverse of a 
racehorse. No blood could counteract the effects of such treatment. 

This matter begins to be better understood among them; and in a 
few years their horses must be as good as their neighbors’. Indeed, 
the racing last season was equal to any reported in the Turf Register. 
It may not be amiss to add that, until a few years past, there were but 
few race tracks in Kentucky, and of course little inducement to raise 
horses of that description. It is now the fashionable amusement of 
the state, and the happiest results may be expected. This digression 
on old Kentucky has taken us from the main subject, which went to 
state, that north or south of the favored region the perfect racer was 
comparatively seldom met with. On this we shall draw some con- 
clusions from facts calculated to sustain the premises here laid down. 

First, then, I state, that no horse has been brought from north or 
south, and raced aseason in Virginia or N orth Carolina, without defeat. 

Messrs. Hampton, Singleton and Spann, have each sent horses there, 
_ and not one of them acquired fame or money by it. Bertrand and 
Marktime made a campaign there; then confessedly the first horses 
on the South Carolina turf. Each was beaten, and repeatedly too. 
Bertrand, it is true, won a Jockey Club purse at Boydton, against a 
field; neither of which had, as well as I recollect, ever won a purse 
at any distance. At least Mary Cobbs, who ran second to him on 
that occasion, was always a beaten nag when | happened to see her 
run. The purse at Boydton was at no time what is stated in the 
advertisement of Bertrand. But twice, in my recollection, has the 
purse at Boydton been contended for by horses of the first class— 
Coutre Snapper and John Richards, and by Monsieur Tonson and 
Sally Walker. Indeed, I suspect that Mr. Fields was induced to send 
Bertrand to Boydton, hoping an easy conquest, and willing to return 
him home at least once a winner. He did not win at Belfield, but 
was beaten by Shakspeare. It is true, he afterwards beat Betsey 
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Robertson at Augusta—his successful rival at Richmond. But it would 
not have been amiss to have stated in the advertisement, that she 
broke down at a time when the race was by no means decided in his 
favor. 

Bertrand and Marktime were both of the purest racing stock. 
Bertrand is one of the best bred horses in the world; and, as a racer, 
was in the first class—at least in the south, and can therefore afford 
to have justice dealt him. His race with Aratus was a good one; 
but, be it remembered, that the track was short, and that Aratus was 
scarcely a second rate horse. ‘This as it may be, Bertrand gained no 
fame in Virginia in the best hands. 

This is the southern list, with some few from Georgia. They did 
nothing. 

Now, a list of those horses that have been truly successful in the 
south, from Virginia and North Carolina, would fill a number of the 
Turf Register; and this, too, after the most severe running at home, 
and long travel; while the southern horses were fresh and in the 
highest condition. And I wish no better evidence in favor of my 
theory than that, for a series of years, horses from Virginia and North 
Carolina have been in the habit of winning on the Charleston turf. 
It is true, that at this time Messrs. Singleton and Richardson have 
successful horses in their stables; but this goes to prove what I say. 
All speak of it as a great triumph that they should win. Now, I say, 
those two gentlemen have what I consider the best stock on the con- 
tinent, bred from the best horses; and, with the exception of Bertrand 
and Little Venus, always availed themselves of a cross from old 
Roanoke. (To this add Clara Fisher.) Yet, Mr. Richardson had 
not, I believe, won a race at Charleston, but with those two nags, for 
thirteen years previous, Mr. Singleton, one of the best managers in 
the United States, has usually won some purses at Charleston; but 
has not been able to prevent the sportsmen of Virginia and North 
Carolina from making profitable visits to the south. 

Of northern horses, but three have come south; and though con- 
fessedly good, they have always found those that could beat them. 
Trumpator was usually beaten. Ariel won some races, but lost many; 
and I think much of her fame rests on the good races that she lost, 
Goliah is now here; a good horse surely, but he has been badly beaten 
more than once. 

Messrs. Wynns, Jr. and Sen., made some successful campaigns in 
the north, and from Mr. Johnson they have sustained more than one 
Waterloo defeat. It is true that Eclipse and Black Maria are both 
entitled to the highest rank; but they stand alone, like the pyramids. 
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All I mean to say is, not that it is impossible to raise a racer north 
or south of the favored region, but that they are comparatively rare. 
I would add something on the success of Monsieur Tonson and 
failure of Huntress and Mary Jane, but this piece is already of uncon- 
scionable length; and if you have had the patience to spell through 
my bad writing, and read through my bad spelling, you have been 


amply punished for your curiosity. 


D. 





OBITUARY OF CELEBRATED TURF HORSES. 
(Continued from vol. iii. p. 112.) 


Age when they died. 
Ancaster Starling, in 1764, - 26 
Andrew, died about the year 1825, 
Androssan, at Ferry Hill, in No- 
vember, 1827, - - - 19 
Antonio, at Preston, on the 25th 
February,1828, - - - 12 
Bobtail, died June, 1822, having 
covered a few mares that sea- 
son, - - - . - 27 
Blacklock, in 1831, within an hour 
after covering, - -  - 
Cannonball, in August, 1831, 
Castre], in 1828, - - - 
Cedric, in 1829, of inflammation; 
covered three seasons, but never 
gotafoal, - - - 
Cockfighter, in 1807, 
Corker, (brother to Driver,) in 
1812, - . - - 26 
Delpini, July 30, 1808, . Q7 
Diamond, in France, in 1819, - 27 
Dinmont, in 1826, = - - 14 
Dinmont, (Williamson’s,) in 
1821, - - - - 21 
Driver, (Lord Egremont’s,) Sept. 
17,1811, - - - - 28 
Dungannon, in 1808, - - 28 
Ebor, April 4, 1822, of inflamma- 


17 
21 
27 


- 8 
- 21 


tion, - ~ - - nt 8 
Election, at Euston, 1821, of in- 

flammation, ° ° o' 
Engineer, in 1782, - - 26 


Friday, in 1826, - - » 15 
Fyldener, in 1829, - - 26 
Grimaldi, at Woodstock, in July, 
1830; not having covered a mare 
in that or the preceding year, 28 


/lge when they died. 
Grog, Feb. 13, 1813, - - 27 
Guy Mannering, August 25, 1825, 
immediately after covering, 
Hampden, (by Rubens,) after the 
season of 1825, - - - 6 
Hollyhock, at Mount Loftus, in 
Ireland, Nov. 30, 1829, - 24 
Interpreter, in Russia, 1826; either 
on the road, or about to set off, 
on his return to England, - 11 


10 


Jalap, in 1787, - - - 29 
Johnny, in 1811, - - - 17 
Jonathan, in 1824, - - 6 
King Bladud, in the autumn of 
1819, - - - - 27 
Littlejohn, April 10,1830, - 14 


Marmion, (by Whiskey,) after the 
season of 1830, - : - 24 
Milo, early in 1826, - - 24 
Nicolo, in April, 1829, - - 16 
Oberon, in March, 1808, - 18 
Octavius, early in the year 1831, 22 
Oisean, Aug. 1826, in consequence 


of a kick from a mare, - 17 
Orlando, in 1824, ° » 95 
Orville, was shot Nov. 1826, - 27 


Osmond, early in the year 1829, 8 
Pacolet, in 1788, - - - 29 
Paulowitz, in April, 1829, - 16 
Precipitate, before landing in 
America, 1803, - - - 16 
Petronius, May 11, 1823, - 18 
Pioneer, April, 1825, not having 
covered that year, - - 21 
Poulton, early in the season of 
1823, not having covered that 


year, - - - «© - 18 
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Age when they died. 
Queensbury, in Ireland, towards 
the close of the season of 1825 
or 1826, - - - 160r17 
Quiz, June 14, 1826, immediately 
after having covered a mare, 


and apparently in_ perfect 

health, - - - - 28 
Quizzer, in Aug. 1824, - 14 
Remembrancer, Feb. 3, 1829, 29 
Rib, in 1758, - - - @ 
Rubens, in Feb. 1829, - 24 
Ruler, in 1807, - - - 30 


Ranthos, in 1794, - - $1 
Scud, was shot in the spring of 
1825, i i 
Selim, was shot, not being able to 
cover, - - - - 23 
Shuttle Pope, at Clearwell, after 
the season of 1825, - - 18 
Sir Oliver, April 23, 1829, imme- 
diately after covering, apparent- 


ly in perfect health, - - 29 
Sir Solomon, at Sandbeck, April, 
1819, - - - - 20 


Sir Walter Raleigh, was shot in 
Ireland in 1831, not having co- 
vered that season. 

Smolensko, Jan. 10, 1829, - 19 

Sorcerer, in 1821, - - - 95 

St. Andero, late in the year 1826, 21 
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“Age when they died. 
Traveller, (by Highflyer,) shot in 
1813, - - - 28 
Truffle, May 31, 1831, * 23 
Trumpator, at Newmarket, May 
7,1808,_ - - - - 26 
Usquebaugh, (by Young Whis- 
key,) late in the year 1822, 14 
Vandyke Junior, June 8, 1825, 


(broke hisleg,) - - - WW 
Viscount, in Ireland, in July, 
1828, .- - - - 9 
Walnut, Aug. 21, 1809, - 23 
Walton, Dec. 1,1825, - - 26 
Warrior, (by Sir Peter.) was de- 
stroyed, Aug. 11, 1826, - 93 
Waxy Pope, at Clearwell, Aug. 
29,1831, - - - - Qa 


Whalebone, broke a blood vessel, 
Feb. 5, 1831, after covering 
Ogress, and died the next 
day, - - - - 20 

Whisker, March 11, 1989; he co- 


vered afewmaresthatseason, 26 
Whitworth, July 12, 1827, Q2 
Whynot, in 1764, - - - 17 
Windlestone, in 1812, - 29 
Witchcraft, in June,1813, - 12 


X Y Z, in the spring of 1822, 2 
Young Whiskey, in Scotland, at 
the ‘close ofthe season of 1821, 20 


_— 





THE BLOODED HORSE. 


Most respectfully inscribed to the Amateur, Breeder, Sportsman and Trainer 
of the American Racehorse. 


December 6, 1827. 


How to choose a racehorse by his external appearance, and to be 
a judge of his symmetry by angular demonstration. 
RuLes. 
ist. Draw a base line from the stifle joint along the bottom of the 
chest to the extreme point of the elbow, and to the shoulder blade joint. 
Qdly. Draw a line from the curb or hock by the hip joint above the 


back, to an imaginary point. 


Sdly. Draw another line from the point of the shoulder, ranging 
with the shoulder and passing above the back until it intersects the 


line at the imaginary point. 


4thly. Draw a line from the intersecting point of the shoulders, 
giving the same declension until it intersects the base line. 
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5thly. From the stifle to the point of the buttock, thence to the hip 
joint, thence declining to the stifle. 

6thly. Draw a line from the hip to the base line, right angular de- 
clension, then to the shoulder up to the crest. 

7thly. Then draw a straight line, regardless of the curve of the back, 
to a straight line intersected at the shoulder at the beginning of the 
crest. 

8thly. Then take a line from the point of the shoulder, and angu- 
lar degree, ranging with the shoulder blade to the top of the crest. 

9thly. Then, regardless of the rising of the crest, draw a straight 
line from the top of the shoulder blade to intersect with the point of 
the former line. 

Thus, the real symmetry of a grand and beautiful horse, possessed 
with muscular powers and strength, is formed by a right angled trian- 
gle—and the farther from it a racehorse’s form is, the less preten- 
sions that horse has to beauty, speed, bottom or lastingness, ability, to 
carry weight, or activity. 

A thick upright shoulder, is a very certain mark of a “stumbler,” 
and is fit for no use whatever but the slow draft. 

A low coupling in the back, is a true mark of weakness; it denotes 
want of strength, lastingness, ability to carry weight, or speed. 

A low loin is a’certain mark of weakness, and a weakly and washy 
constitution. 

But a rising loin, of ability to carry weight, speed, activity and last- 
ingness, and a good constitution, symmetry, beauty and muscular 
strength. 

A racehorse’s legs cannot be too short. 

A great declivity, and thin shoulder, denotes speed. 

A narrow breast, weakness. 

A horse’s breast bone, formed like that of the rabbit, denotes also 
speed, and is the best form for a racehorse. 

A short, broad hock, denotes strength; a broad stifle, well let down 
to the curb or hock, denotes bottom or lastingness, strength and acti- 
vity. 

There are not two racehorses in five hundred, properly formed in 
the knees; which should be small, divested of superfluous appendages, 
and strong; they denote activity and strength. 

A lax bending pastern, denotes also speed; a long horse is prefera- 
ble to a short one, because he can cover a great deal of ground, and 
can bear pressing better and longer. 

The racehorse, upon the whole, whose form in general, is composed 
of the essential properties of the following animals, viz. the rabbit, 


greyhound, and ostrich, is the best. Gorwoop. 
American Farmer.) 
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BAREFOOT.—MR. MAYO’S REPLY TO HIPPERAST. 

Too late for its insertion entire, we received a communication from 
Mr. Mayo, in reply to the observations of Hipperast, on the omission 
of some races in the advertisement of Barefoot, in which he had been 
beaten. Mr. Mayo very honorably and candidly states, that he pub- 
lished the handbill which he received with the horse from the north; 
that he is not only willing, but glad to have any omissions supplied. 

The frank conclusion which follows, appears to contain all that is 
material. We regret that it is now impossible to insert the extract. 
Mr. Epiror: Richmond, April, 1833. 

I am a sincere advocate for minute and accurate information; and 
if, in the course of his researches, “Farr Pray,” or his commentator, 
“HipPERAST,” should discover more errors, or inaccuracies, in what 
has been published about Barefoot, over the authority of my name, I 
request, as an act of justice to myself, that they may be pointed out 
through the useful and widely circulating Register. Whether Hip- 
perast is the owner of Fylde and Luzborough, or is “interested in 
stallions” (as intimated in your April Register) or not, “the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” will be as acceptable to me 
from him as from any of your correspondents. To prove that Bare- 
foot had some pretensions to distinction, and his performances had 
attracted public attention in England, I request you will give the 
accompanying extract a place in the Register. 

Respectfully, yours, E. C. Mayo. 
PILLBOX AND HER PRODUCE. 
Mr. Eprror: Weyanoke, Charles city, Va. Jan, 1832. 

In the Sept. number of the Register, a request is made of the writer 
from Charles city, to state what he knows of Sally Walker, and Pill- 
box and all her progeny. For the satisfaction of the gentleman who 
makes this request, you may say in your next number, that Pillbox 
was bred in this city by Dr. A. T. Dixon, and produced Chanticleer, 
by Wildair, (he stood in Brunswick county, Va.;) Thunderclap, by 
Wildair, (one of the speediest horses of his day; he stood and died 
in New Kent county, Va.;) Sunbeam, by Saltram, (a noted two mile 
horse, carried to Tennessee by Thomas E. Waggaman, Esq.;) Honey- 
comb, by Jack Andrews, (sold to S. Gary of Prince George county, Va. 
by him put to Dragon. How the Dragon mare came to North Caro- 
lina, I am not informed. Honeycomb was sold sometime in the win- 
ter succeeding the fall she ran with Hickory, at two years old;) Doctor, 
by Play or Pay, (sold to the Eastern shore of Virginia;) Hurry’em, by 
Precipitate, (never trained though a distinguished brood mare;) and 
Blackghost, (presented to a nephew of Dr. Dixon, in Nansemond 
county, Va.) Very truly, yours, J.M. 
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MEMOIR OF IMPORTED AUTOCRAT. 


This celebrated horse, bred in 1822, by that successful breeder, the Earl 
of Derby, (by whose father, if not himself, Autocrat’s illustrious progenitor, 
Sir Peter Teazle, was raised,) we understand has been purchased, at con- 
siderable cost, for the purpose of benefiting Virginia. We had hoped Ma- 
ryland would have had the benefit of his services the present year; but, 
owing to the inclemency of the weather, when he was about to be removed, 
his owners yielded to the solicitations of gentlemen at New York, and con- 
sented to his remaining in that vicinity for this season; it being understood 
he will be encouraged with some of their best blood. Should there be any 
disappointment, he may complete the season, or stand in the autumn in 
Maryland, if encouraged to do so. His figure, we learn, is indicative of 
great strength and power, combined with the finest racing points and much 
beauty, which is finely exhibited by the most superior action; (we hope 
hereafter to embellish our work with his likeness;) that “his performances 
are of the highest order, and his pedigree is unsurpassed.” from one con- 
versant in these matters, but who has never seen him, we gather the fol- 
lowing particulars: 

“From reference to my two last volumes of the Turf Herald, for 1825 and 
1826, I find that in 

“©1825, May 4, at Chester, Lord Derby’s gr. c. Autocrat, three years old, 
by Grand Duke, won his first race, (the Dee stakes, of fifty guineas each, 
for three year olds—-once round and a distance, seven subscribers,) carrying 
119 ]bs.; beating the famous Doctor Faustus, with the same weight; Infant 
Lyra, 114]bs. and several more. 

“Seven to four against Autocrat, and eleven to five against Doctor 
Faustus. 

“Two days after, he won the Palatine stakes, fifty guineas each, seven 
subscribers; beating Androgeus, out of the dam of Hedgford and Birming- 
ham. 

“Six to four on Autocrat. 

. September 13. At Lichfield, he won the Staffordshire stakes, twenty- 
five guineas each, with thirty guineas added by the ladies, for three year 
olds, one mile, four subscribers; beating General Grosvenor’s famous Wings, 
winner of the Oaks, carrying 115 lbs. to 112 Ibs. 

“October 18. At Holywell, he ran second, for the Chieftain stakes, to 
Doctor Faustus, five subscribers; beating Ludford and Achilles. 

“1826. May 5. At Chester, he was beaten by the famous Longwaist, 
a sweepstakes, twenty guineas each, two miles.—‘Excellent running.’ 

“June 15. At Newton, he won the £50 plate, two mile heats, in two 
heats; beating Randal, and others.—*Won easily.’ 

“The next day, as might have been expected, he was beaten in a sweep- 
stakes, one mile, by Doctor Faustus and Longwaist; but, on the same day , 
acquired great fame by winning, in three heats, the £70 plate, two mile 
heats. 

“July 12. At Preston, for the gold cup, one hundred guineas, three 
miles and a distance, carrying 112 lbs. he ran second to the famed Lottery, 
57 v.4 
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the best horse in England; beating his half brother Bruttandorf, and the 
famed Signorina, also four years old, carrying 110 lbs. 

“July 26. At Knutsford, he won the Peover stakes. 

“September 12. At Lichfield, he won His Majesty's plate, one hundred 
guineas, four mile heats, in two heats, carrying 147 lbs.; beating the famed 
Miss Forester, Anti-Radical, and another. 

“Autocrat ran creditably three other races in 1826, against Longwaist, 
Paul Pry and Bruttandorf, the winners, and other ‘crack horses;’ in which, 
being unsuccessful, further particulars are supposed to be unnecessary at 
this time, as his memoir, in full, will doubtless be hereafter given. It 
appears, in these two years, he never lost a race of heats, and but one race 
beyond two miles. He beat many of the best horses, and was beaten only 
by those of the first celebrity: Lottery, who was superior to all competitors, 
except when he ran restive; Longwaist, perhaps the next best horse of his 
day; Doctor Faustus, of scarce less fame, who beat Leviathan; Paul Pry 
and Bruttandorf, also of the first order. Autocrat’s great speed has been 
repeatedly proven; his ‘true game’ in winning two successive days at New- 
ton, against fresh horses; and both speed and bottom, with ability to carry 
weight, by winning the four mile heats at Lichfield, carrying 147 lbs. at 
four years old. 

“By means of the English Stud Book, I can supply the errors of omission 
in the published pedigree of Autocrat; and I concur in the opinion, it cannot 
be surpassed. It seems he is lineally descended from Partner, the best 
horse at Newmarket, immediately after Flying Childers, and grandsire of 
Matchem and King Herod; (the latter was also grandson of Flying Chil- 
ders, as the former was of the Godolphin Arabian;) from Herod, whose 
best son, Highflyer, was sire of Sir Peter, his best son—the great grand- 
sire of Autocrat, through his dam, and his great great grandsire, through 
Sir Peter’s son Archduke, (the winner of the Derby, as well as his sire Nir 
Peter,) whose son Archduke was the sire of Grand Duke, a celebrated 
runner and the sire of Autocrat. Grand Duke, bred by Sir T. M. 
Stanley, was got by Lord Darlington’s Archduke, out of Handmaid, by 
John Bull; her dam by Sir Peter; her grandam by Bordeaux, (own brother 
to Florizel, by Herod,) out of sister to Saltram, (the winner of the Derby.) 
by Eclipse—Virago, by Snap—Regulus—Crab—Miss Slamerkin, by Young 
True Blue—Lord Oxford’s Dun Arabian—D'Arcy Royal mare. John Bull 
(the winner of the Derby) was the next most popular stallion, in their day, to 
Sir Peter. Archduke, bred by Lord Darlington, was got by Sir F. Standish’s 
Archduke; his dam the sister to Beningbrough, (the winner of the St. Leger,) 
by King Fergus; grandam by Herod; great grandam by Matchem—W hite- 
nose—Miss Slamerkin, as above. Archduke, bred by Sir I*. Standish, own 
brother to the famous Stamford, was got by Sir Peter; his dam Horatia, 
by Eclipse, out of Delpini’s dam, Countess, by Blank—Rib—Wynn’s 
Arabian—Alcock’s Arabian—Grasshopper, son to the Byerly Turk. Au- 
tocrat’s dam, Olivetta, by Sir Oliver, a distinguished winner at long dis- 
tances, and the dam of winners: Rainbow, Adventurer, [Talston, (that beat 
Fylde once and Hedgford twice; in the last instance giving the latter 4 lbs.) 
Ostrich, Cestus, Play or Pay, Zitella, now running with distinction in 
England, and others—in all twelve foals; was bred by Lord Stamford; her 
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dam Scotina, by Delpini, (one of the most famed sons of Highflyer,) bred 
also by Lord Stamford—the dam of The Maid of Durham, Minima, Olive, 
Peter Fin, Stumps, and others; her grandam Scota, by Eclipse, one of his 
most distinguished daughters on the turf and in the stud, was bred by Mr. 
O'Kelly. She was the dam of Cabinboy, Scotilla, and others; (Scotilla the 
dam of Gustavus, Planet, Stella, Melissa, Jupiter, Olympia, Comet, and 
others;) her great grandam Harmony, by Herod, bred by the Duke of An- 
caster, was sister in blood to Highflyer, (the dam of Chaunter and Haut- 
boy;) her dam Rutilia, by Blank—Regulus—Soreheels—Makeless—D Arcy 
Royal mare. Sir Oliver, Olivetta’s sire, was not only a famous runner 
himself, but, as we learn from the Memoir of Fylde, so were his dam, Fad- 
ladinida, Sir Oliver’s own sister, and their ‘own brothers, Poulton and 
I’yldener, the winner of the great St. Leger in 1805—all excellent racers 
and popular stallions, by Sir Peter Teazle. * * * * Their dam was Fanny, 
by Diomed: grandam Ambrosia, by Woodpecker, a most capital racer and 
stallion—Ruth, own sister to Highflyer’s dam, by Blank—Regulus,’ &c. 
as above, to D’Arcy Royal mare.” 

Thus it appears Autocrat is literally of noble origin, (himself bred by the 
Earl of Derby, and his other ancestors by His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cumberland; the Dukes of Bolton and Ancaster; Lords Stamford, Grey 
and Darlington; Sir Charles Bunbury, Sir F. Standish, Sir T. 8S. Stanley, 
Mr. O'Kelly, Mr. Hall, and other of the most distinguished breeders of 
England.) and traces to ‘those invaluable sources whence Eclipse and 
Highflyer (neither' of whom was ever beaten) deduce their origin,’ and 
unites in himself the valuable crosses of Matchem, Eclipse and Herod, 
besides much of the Blank, Regulus and Snap blood, so valued in his 
ancestor Sir Peter, with whose blood, and that of Highflyer, Autocrat is 
richly imbued. Any one who will take the trouble to investigate the 
English Stud Book and Racing Calendars, will discover that, with scarce 
an exception, if any, Autocrat’s lineal ancestry were of the first celebrity; 
besides many of the collateral branches—John Bull, Beningbrough, (sire 
to the famous Orville, also winner of the St. Leger,) Stamford, &c. His 
numerous family seems to have been also distinguished for its fecundity; 
that may be considered no small recommendation. INVESTIGATOR, 


With so much Herod blood, giving bottom and physical power to carry 
weight, combined with the speedy stock of Eclipse, Autocrat could scarce 
fail to have both speed and bottom. We have the authority of his im- 
porter, Mr. William Jackson, for stating, “he is the best four mile horse, 
carrying heavy weights, that lias been imported for twenty years; and was 
esteemed as such in England, as no horse ranked higher on that score 
than him;” that he was in such high repute as to cover a hundred mares, 
each of the two last seasons, at ten guineas each, the highest price for 
untried stallions; that he proved a sure foal getter, and his colts are large, 
promising and in high repute. ‘The following extract from Bell’s Life in 
London, July 22, 1832, (and another in the Liverpool Mercury, July 20, 
1832.) will show his estimation in England. “Mr, Jackson takes out with 
him the celebrated horse Autocrat, late the property of the Earl of Derby. 
Autocrat is a good gray, sixteen hands and a half high, of the first blood 

















448 AMERICAN TURF REGISTER |May, 1833. 


in the kingdom, and beat most of the best horses of his day. He is admirably 
adapted for America, and we trust will amply repay his spirited proprietor.” 
With such recommendations, added to his own superior figure, it can scarce 
be doubted Autocrat will propagate a valuable stock, distinguished for his 
characteristic excellence. We earnestly wish we may be the means of 
improving the breed of horses in Maryland by his introduction into the 
state. We perceive Autocrat is nearly allied to the horses of most fame 
in England: as Emilius, by Orville, dam by Stamford; Lottery and Brut- 
tandorf, out of a Stamford mare; Mameluke, out of Miss Sophia, by Stam- 
ford; Longwaist, by Whalebone, his grandam by Beningbrough; the de- 
scendants of the famed’ Soothsayer, whose dam was by Delpini; Fille de 
Joie and Cain, their grandam by Delpini; besides the many descendants 
from Eclipse, Highflyer, Sir Peter, the Archdukes, Grand Duke, Sir Oliver, 
Poulton, Fyldener, &c. 

We are persuaded that to revive the ascendancy she once had on the 
turf, Maryland must encourage the introduction, if at some cost in the first 
instance, of stallions of the first celebrity, as well as a few brood mares of 
the purest blood. Otherwise the bad policy of supporting low priced horses 
will, in our opinion, become manifest. With a view of corresponding to 
the New York rates, not that the superiority of Leviathan, Luzborough, 


or of any other stallion is admitted, we understand Autocrat will stand the 
present season at $35. 


Since preparing to publish the above article, we have seen one in “The 
New York Sporting Magazine,” giving more in detail the performances of 
Autocrat, which differs from it in some unimportant respects; but shewing 
that he ran more races than we have ascribed to him; that, after four years 
old, being injured, he ran unsuccessfully. It does not appear he ever lost 
a race of heats; but at Lichfield, the four mile heats, he distanced Ambo 
and Anti-Radical, “horses of celebrity;” and at Newton, in his third race, 
two mile heats, the famed Euphrates. Other horses of some fame are 
mentioned, as being vanquished by him, besides those we have enumerated: 
Euphrates, Randall, Champion, Escape, Top, Young Caswel, “redictor, 
Hybla, Rinaldini, {nvalid, Whittington, Ambo, &c. It cannot be alleged 
against him, as against Hedgford, that he did not fairly beat “crack horses;” 
Autocrat beat many of them, in frequent trials. There can be no doubt 
Doctor Faustus, one of the vest sons of Filho da Puta, bore that character; 
having beaten at five years old, carrying weight for age, the famed Levia- 
than, then four years old; and in a handicap, when six years old, carrying 
126lbs., having run second to Fylde, four years old, carrying 114 |bs., 
beating a large field. No less distinguished were “General Grosvenor’s 
fleet filly Wings, winner of the Oaks, and Euphrates—a capital distance 
horse, eleven times a winner in 1825-6, and of seven gold cups.”» In 1828, 
Euphrates, aged, ran second to Luzborough for the gold cup at Cheltenham. 
He was thirty-one times a winner, “beating the best horses: Longwaist, 
Sir Grey, Barefoot, Cain, &c.” (Sir Grey, a winner of gold cups, beat 
Barefoot, whose exploits we have heretofore published, and other “crack 
horses.” Cain, among other capital races, in July, 1826, beat Luzborough, 
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Sir Grey, Flexible, and others.) Bruttandorf, half brother to Lottery, in a 
few races, acquired such celebrity, that when beaten, for the gold cup at 
Preston, by Lottery and Autocrat, the bets were “ten to two on Bruttan- 
dorf, five to one against Autocrat, ten to one against Lottery,” the winner, 
“who, it is said, ought never to have been beaten, had he been properly 
managed.” Signorina, also of the first celebrity, was frequently a winner, 
“that, with other victories, beat the famed Memnon, the winner of the St. 
Leger, against a glorious field: The Alderman, Acton, Trinculo, Fleur 
de Lis, Chateau Margaux, &c.’ Miss Forester was another “crack” nag; 
and probably some others, though of less fame, that were vanquished by 
Autocrat; and in no instance taking advantage in weight, except for age. 

The article referred to describes Autocrat to be a horse of ‘‘great size 
and good substance’”—*possessing some admirable points, particularly those 
of the shoulder, back and loin; the latter of which rises with a good arch, 
indicative of strength and continuance;” together with “a mild and placid 
temper”—nothing in the least vicious, a thing hereditary, and of the first 
consequence in a racehorse,” and as being descended from “one of the best 
running families in England.” 

We have before us the extract of a letter from a gentleman, in whose 
experience and judgment the greatest reliance is to be reposed, who, in 
speaking of Autocrat, nearly quotes the language of the New York Sport- 
ing Magazine—that “a horse that could beat General Grosvenor’s fleet 
filly Wings, a single mile; beat such nags as Bruttandorf, Signorina and 
Doctor Faustus,:‘two and three miles; run second to Lottery, three miles; 
and win a king's plate, four mile heats, carrying 147 lbs., when only four 
years old, must have had something in him—both speed and length.” He 
proceeds to express his superiority “by much” to another horse that has 
been held in the first estimation; but, as comparisons of this kind seem so 
odious, we shall forbear to give names in mere matters of opinion. 

Autocrat will stand the present season near the city of New York, with 
the expectation of being honored by Lady Lightfoot, and some of the most 
choice Duroc stock. 





THE THREE VALUED CROSSES IN ENGLISH PEDIGREES. 


Mr. Epiror: 

Chancing to meet an old anonymous work, on the subject of breeding 
for the turf, I have made from it the extracts herewith sent, to which I 
have added the last links in the pedigrees of a few of our best horses of 
recent importation. 

“The most celebrated blood horses have been distinguished into three 
classes (each lineally descended on the male side from foreign blood) by 
the titles of the Herod, the Matchem, and the Eclipse blood. 


First Class—Herop Broop. 
The Byerly Turk, a foreign horse, Capt. Byerly’s charger in 1689. 
Got, 


Jigg, out of a Spanker mare. 








iW 450 AMERICAN TURF REGISTER (May, 1833. 
I ni r Partner, out of a Curwen Barb mare. 
Wh Got, 
Hy) 1743, Tartar, out of a Fox mare. 
Got, 
1758, Herod, out of a Blaze mare. 
Got, 
1774, Highflyer, out of a Blank mare. 
Got, 


1784, Sir Peter Teazle, out of a Snap mare. 
Got, (the following among his best sons:) 

1796, Sir Solomon, out of a Florizel mare. 

1797, Haphazard, out of an Eclipse mare.” 


Got, | 
Tat 1809, Filho da Puta, out of a Waxy mare. 
) Got, f 
it 1827, Birmingham and Hedeford, out of an Orville mare. j 
1798, “Cheshire Cheese, out of a Sweetbriar mare. 
1794, Stamford, out of an Eclipse mare. 
1796, Archduke, own brother to Stamford.” 
Got, . 
1803, Lord Darlington’s Archduke, out of a King Fergus mare, sister 
to Beningbrough. 
Got, . 
1815, Grand Duke, out of a John Bull mare. 
Got, 
1822, Autocrat, out of a Sir Oliver mare. 
1799, Walton, out of a Dungannon mare. 
1800, Williamson’s Ditto,own brother to Walton.) 
Got, r 
1820, Luzborough, out of a Dick Andrews mare. J 
1800, “Sir Oliver,” (the only other son of Sir Peter in the old article,) 
*‘out of a Diomed mare.” 
Got, 


1809, Olivetta, the dam of Autocrat, out of a Delpini mare. 








“Herod got Fortitude, foaled 1776, out of a Snap mare. 
Got, 
1789, John Bull, out of an Eclipse mare.” 
Got, 
1800, Handmaid, Grand Duke’s dam, out of a Sir Peter mare. 
Bl “Herod got Woodpecker, foaled 1773, out of a Cade mare. 
i i Got, 
suit 1787, Buzzard, out of a Dux mare.” 
Got, 
| 1798, Quiz, out of a Matchem and 1802, Selim, out of an Alex- 
| \ mare. ander mare. 
r Got Got 
1 Cydnus, Euphrates, and other 9 Mameluke, out ofa Stamford mare. 
bi runners. § 
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Second Class, or Marcnem Brioop. 
The Godolphin Arabian 
Got, 
1734, Cade, out of a Bald Galloway mare. 
Got, 
1748, Matchem, out of a Partner mare. 
Got, 
1767, Conductor, out of a Snap mare. 
Got, 
1782, ‘Trumpator, out of a Squirrel mare. 
Got, 
1796, Sorcerer, out of a Diomed mare. 
Got, 
1808, Soothsayer, out of a Delpini, and 
Trufile, out of a Buzzard mare. 
Got, 
1823, Young Trufile, out of a Whiskey mare. 


Third Class, or Ecuirpsr Bioop. 

The Darley Arabian 

Got, 
Bartlet’s Childers, brother to Flying Childers, out of a Careless mare. 

Got, 
1750, Marske, out of a Blacklegs mare. 

Got, 
1764, Eclipse, out of a Regulus mare. 

Got, as his seven best sons: 
1773, Pot8o’s, out of a Warren’s Sportsman mare. 
1775, King Fergus, out of a Black-and-all-Black mare. 
1778, Mercury, ) 
1780, Volunteer, § 
1780, Saltram, out of a Snap mare. 
1780, Dungannon, out of a Herod mare. 
1783, Meteor, out of a Merlin mare. 


own brothers, out of a Tartar mare. 


——— 
King Fergus 





Got, 

1791, Beningbrough, out of a Herod mare. 
Got, 

1799, Orville, out of a Highflyer mare. 
Got, 

1810, Muley, out of a Whiskey mare. 
Got, 


1823, Leviathan, out of a Windle mare. 


“Saltram got Whiskey, foaled 1789, out of a Herod mare. 
Pot8o’s got Waxy and Worthy, out of a Herod mare.” 

Got, 
Whalebone, and he got Longwaist, out of a Beningbrough mare. 
1778, Joe Andrews, son of Eclipse, out of an Omnium mare. 
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Got, 
1797, Dick Andrews, brother to Jack Andrews, out of a Highflyer mare. 
Got, 
1810, Tramp, out of a Gohanna mare. 
Got, 


1820, Barefoot, out of a Buzzard mare. 

“Snap having contributed greatly to the improvement of our breed, his 

origin is annexed. 
The Darley Arabian 
Got, 

1715, Flying Childers, out of a Careless mare. — 
Got, 

1736, Snip, out of a Basto mare. 
Got, 

1750,* Snap, out of a Fox mare. 

“Herop Broop. In this class of blood are united the two essential 
qualities of speed and bottom; the descendants of Herod being equally famed 
for celerity and lastingness, as well as a strength of constitution, which 
enables them to support frequent running. 

“The descendants of Matchem and Eclipse cross better with Herod than 
with each other. 

“Among all the sons of Herod, it seems to have belonged peculiarly to 
Highflyer to perpetuate the inestimable qualities of his illustrious sire, and 
to Sir Peter, his sen, to continue those qualities down to the present gene- 
ration;t for the sons and daughters of Sir Peter inherit all the rare perfec- 
tions that distinguished this noble race of blood. 

‘“‘Highflyer mares are deservedly held in high estimation, having produced 
good stock; Sir Peter mares cross well with the Eclipse class of blood. 

‘‘Woodpecker mares have also produced good runners. 

“To the Herod blood we must apply, whenever we want bottom or Jast- 


ingness.t 


* T have added to the old article the years the horses were foaled; as few 
of your readers, I suppose, have the Stud Book. a. 

+ The work was written during the life time of Sir Peter. 

t Sir Archy, on both sides, has Herod blood. He is wholly of English 
origin. 

Herod got Florizel, foaled 1768, out of a Cygnet mare. 

Got, 

1777, Diomed, out of a Spectator mare. 
Got, 

1805, Sir Archy, out of a Rockingham mare. 
Got, 

1813, Timoleon, out of a Saltram mare. 

Timoleon is the great grandson of Eclipse; very few horses now alive 
are so nearly allied to him—none nearer. ‘The resemblance between them, 
in color, form, size and powers, is truly astonishing. ‘Timoleon was _pro- 
bably superior to all other great grandsons of Eclipse. 
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“Notwithstanding Eclipse was a horse equally famed for speed and bot- 
tom, and the best horse that ever appeared in England, Childers excepted, 
yet his descendants have degenerated some little in respect to the latter. 
However, the union of the Herod and Eclipse blood has, in many instances, 
equalled our utmost expectations; especially in Beningbrough and Gohanna, 
by sons of Eclipse, out of Herod mares. They were not only in a high 
form for racing, but their stock have generally been successful.” 

Gohanna, by Mercury, son of Eclipse; and Orville, by Beningbrough, 
out of a Highflyer mare; both covered at fifty-two guineas. 

The best mares of ancient date, that produced distinguished runners, 
arranged in the old work referred to, scarce averaging twenty by each sire, 
from whom we have selected as follows: were—by Blank, (21,) Cade, Chil- 
ders, Crab, Cygnet, Diomed, Dungannon, Eclipse, (18,) Florizel, Godol- 
phin Arabian, Herod, (29,) Highflyer, (22.) King Fergus, Matchem, (22,) 
Partner, Regulus, (21,) Snap, (27,) Spectator, Squirt, Squirrel, Trumpator 
and Woodpecker. INVESTIGATOR. 





VALUE OF BLOOD. 


Mr. Enitor: 

If “further proof’ that “blood tells” be needed, in addition to the 
indisputable facts presented in your pages; that from those ‘high 
blooded cattle’—the Jolly Rogers, Flimnaps, Fearnoughts, Partners, 
Travellers, Wildairs, Medleys, Sharks, Bedfords, Diomeds, Citizens, 
Messengers, &c. and particularly from Sir Archy, for many years the 
best bred stallion in America,—all our running stock is descended; 
that the more a doubtful pedigree of a good horse has been inves- 
tigated, the better it has usually proven; that the best horses, and in 
different sections of country, have originated from similar crosses, and 
frequently from the same stud; as in 1823, the two best horses on the 
turf, Eclipse and Henry, (one in New York, the other in Virginia,) 
were both grandsons of Diomed, and great great grandsons, also 
through different channels, of Medley; that horses of recent celebrity 
have sprung froin these crosses, especially when united with that from 


In an old work, Eclipse is stated to have measured to the withers 66 in. 


From the rump tothe ground, - : : - 67 
From breast to buttocks, - - - - 69 
Humerus or arm, . - - - - 12 


See dimensions of Timoleon, in last number.* 

Rockingham was by Highflyer, out of a Matchem, and was the best run- 
ner of the sons of Highflyer, not excepting Sir Peter; but not so renowned 
as a stallion. 


* [The accuracy of Timoleon’s measurement behind (693 inches) has 
been questioned. Is he near three inches higher at the loin than at the 
withers?—there being but one inch difference in this respect in Eclipse. ] 
58 v.4 














































ABA AMERICAN TURF REGISTER [May, 1833 


Shark and Bedford; the latter one of the best bred horses ever im- 
ported; from whom is descended Gallatin, Fairy, Cupbearer, Duroc, 
his son American Eclipse, Gohanna, Kosciusko, Crusader, Clara Fisher, 
the Bertrands, Monsieur ‘Tonson, Kate Kearney, Giles Scroggins, Cas- 
well, and others. If to these few facts, further proofs of the excel- 
lence of particular strains of blood be needed, we will call the 
attention of breeders to at least one striking fact. 

Medoc, now the favorite of the north, where, we understand, he 
will be backed, against any named competitor, to any amount; and 
Bertrand Junior, and his own sister Julia,.eqgually favorites at the 
south; are all descended from Annette, by imported Shark—the dam 
of Maid of the Oaks, by imported Spread Eagle, the grandam of 
Medoc; and the dam of Nancy Air, by imported Bedford, the gran- 
dam of Bertrand Junior and Julia. ‘The half sisters Maid of the 
Oaks anc Nancy Air, were runners of the first celebrity; yet there 
was a prevailing prejudice against their blood, from the want of a 
Turf Register, to counteract the reflection upon the fair fame of An- 
nette, by Shark. From the Rappahannock border in Virginia, Maid 
of the Oaks found her way to New Jersey; Nancy Air to South Caro- 
lina. 

Mary Randolph, too, so frequently a victor the last autumn, and 
now perhaps the favorite of Virginia, is out of the dam of Johnson’s 
Annette; whio, it will be recollected, has acquired no small renown 
by winning at all the three meetings at the Central Course; and es- 
pecially by her last achievement, in winning the four mile heats, in 
four heats, beating so nicely, scarce an inch to spare, her famed com- 
petitors, O’Kelly and Miss Mattie. OBSERVER. 


ENGLISH AND AMERICAN RACEHORSES. 
Mr. Epiror: Philadelphia, March 20, 1833. 

I have long anxiously looked for a reply to “An Old Turfman,” in 
vol. ii. p. 57, of your Magazine, where an able exposition may be seen 
of the comparative merits between our famous Ilenry and Eclipse, 
and Centaur and Hampden, both English horses. 

We are constantly referred to the extraordinary powers of some 
few high bred American horses, whose feats are supposed to equal 
the best in England, since the days of Childers, Xc. 

How does it happen, Mr. Editor, not a man can be found able to 
refute this old turfite, who so conclusively proves, by facts of unques- 
tionable authority, the inferiority of our racers to the English—leaving 
Eclipse and Henry to cut a “queer figure’’ in the comparison! 

I wish some of your numerous correspondents could disprove these 





























- 


Vol. 4. No. 9.] AND SPORTING MAGAZINE. 499 





facts; for if they are as well known as established, we shall no longer 
desire to perpetuate our present stock, but endeavor to ingraft a more 
endurable strain from other countries. But I may perhaps be told, 
that the late horses imported into this country have begotten no better 
progeny, if so good, as those derived from England at an earlier period. 
This, if admitted as true, will be accounted for in the fact, that no 
horse has been imported, for many years, that could rank foremost in 
the list of the unvanquished. Leviathan perhaps is the best; but he 
was unable to compete with others of his day. The fact is, that nine- 
teen out of every twenty horses imported from England, not one has 
cost over five hundred to six hundred pounds sterling—rarely a thou- 
sand pounds are given. Autocrat, Hedgford and Contract, I am in- 
formed, did not average the cost of four hundred and fifty pounds— 
a sum insuflicient to purchase beyond a third rate stallion. 

It is true, we may get a good horse for a thousand pounds sterling, 
of unexceptionable form; or we may get the best blood in defective 
forms; perhaps a full brother to a fine horse unable to run; or a first 
rate colt untried. But, as the system of breeding is reduced to a 
perfect science, the chances are well understood. It is now no longer 
considered good policy to breed from other than such as experience 
has confirmed superior, possessing forms of undoubted excellence. 
Hence the unceittainty of breeding from a family of the best blood, 
who failed to establish a reputation in consequence of bad shape; or 
from stock of good shape, but spurious blood. 

But if, on the other hand, it is proved that the late importations 
have contributed to our stock, how much more might this improve- 
~ment have been efiected had the best fried horses been resorted to? 

It is folly to imagine the American people can vie with a nation 
whose intelligence, wealth, and extravagance for fashion, surpass the 

‘world; where the greatest difference is made between grades of 
quality; where wealth is sacrificed to every feeling of ambition, and 
where horseflesh is. sold for a guinea a pound. While this super- 
abundance of wealth continues, and breeders of horses have the pat- 
ronage of the rich, and the nobility take part in the anusement— 
together with the advantage of forming new and happy crosses from 
countless numbers of the best stallions—how can Americans pretend 
to cope under such disadvantages, as comparative poverty, a scattered 
population, unfitness of climate, added to the want of countenance 
and support of the most influential members of society. 

From the foregoing it will be at once seen, that to obtain the best 
English horse, from three or four thousand guineas will be required.* 


* {The cost of a stallion cannot be considered the most important con- 
sideration in regard to his true value. The famous Godolphin Arabian was 
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For many years, I have desired to see a superior horse introduced 
here. Now that high prices are more freely given for the services of 
good stallions, I am of the opinion that the importation of a horse 
like Rubens, Hampden, Centaur, Phantom, Orville, Trumpator, Priam, 
Sadler, Mameluke, &c. would amply repay all expenses, as he would 
unquestionably receive the patronage of every sensible breeder, and 
put to flight the long list of half begotten, insignificant animals, whose 
fame is derived from the weight of character alone; and by such un- 
happy influence, become a money-trap to their owners and a curse 
to the public. To quote a vulgar Virginian saying: “Men put to 
men—not to the stallion,’’ which, though badly expressed, is redolent 
with truth. 

If, Mr. Editor, through your influence, you can form a club, willing 
to combine in the importation of an English horse of decided merit, 
whose character, blood, performances, size and power, are not to be 
questioned, your correspondent would take an interest of one-fourth 
in the adventure, an agreement being previously drawn up for the 
regulation of his management. W. W.C. 


RATLER, 


Belonging to Keiningham and Spears, of Bourbon county, Ken. 
is full fifteen hands three inches high by the standard; of perfect 
symmetry; the most powerful in arm and thigh, bone and sinew, that 
perhaps was ever seen in any blooded horse of his size. He won 
eighteen races against the best horses in Virginia, North and South 
Carolina, and Georgia. He is full brother to Childers, Sumter and 
Flirtilla; all capital runners. 

Pepicree.—Ratler was foaled 1815; was got by Sir Archy; dam 
by imp. horse Robin Redbreast. Robin Redbreast was by Lord 
Derby’s Sir Peter Teazle, and Sir Peter was by Highflyer. Ratler’s 


imported into England fora mere trifle. Shark, one of the best racehorses 
of England, was sold at auction for one hundred and twenty pounds ster- 
ling; and Diomed was sold to his importer for fifty pounds sterling. Few 
horses have contributed so much to the improvement of our racing stock 
as Shark and Diomed—certainly none more than the latter; while those 
high priced horses, Buzzard, Eagle, Chance, Gabriel, and a few more, have 
produced but few winners in this country. We agree with the writer that 
we must look to a thoroughbred horse, such a one as Sir Archy, whose 
sire and dam were both imported and of the best blood, if we wish to per- 
petuate a race endowed with their superior qualifications. But we are 
inclined to think some “superior horses’? have been lately “introduced” by 
their spirited and judicious importers. } 
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grandam by imp. Obscurity,* (bred by Lord Melford;) his g. g. dam 
Miss Slamerkin,{ the first nag that ever beat Sprightly at the north. 
Miss Slamerkin was own sister to the famous and beautiful horse 
Bashaw, by the celebrated imp. horse Wildair, which was afterwards 
sent back to England, and stood at a very great price. Wildair was 
by Cade, and Cade by the Godolphin Arabian. Ratler’s g. g. g. dam 
imp. Cub mare. Joun C, Goove. 

The mare by Cub was out of a Second mare, (sister to Leedes,) 
the dam also of imp. Gift; her dam by Starling; grandam a sister 
to Vane’s Little Partner—Greyhound—Makeless— Brimmer—Place’s 
White Turk—Dodsworth—Layton Barb mare. 

The Earl of Derby informed the late owner of Ratler, some years 
ago, that he had refused six thousand guineas for Sir Peter, and would 
not take ten thousand guineas for him. He stood at twenty-five 
guineas a mare. Highflyer at fifty guineas a mare. 

Robin Redbreast was out of a Woodpecker mare, that was out of 
the dam of Sir Peter. 

Obscurity was got by Col. O’Kelly’s celebrated horse Eclipse; his 
dam, own sister to the celebrated running horse Crony, got by Care- 
less,[ who won nine king’s plates, and never was beaten, out of a mare 
by the Cullen Arabian. 

PERFORMANCES.—1. 1818. At three years old, Newmarket, Va. 
two mile heats, Ratler beat Mr. Harrison’s Contention, by Sir Archy, 
Mr. Johnson’s colt by Sir Hal, and another colt by Shylock. 

2. At Newmarket, Va. two mile heats, he beat Mr. Field’s filly, by 
Sir Archy; a match race for $500. 

3. At Belfield, three mile heats, he distanced Mr. Johnson’s colt, 
and beat Mr. Drumond’s Napoleon, by Sir Archy. 

4. At Halifax, N. C. four mile heats, he beat Mr. Curtisses’ mare 
by Blair. 

5. At Northampton, N. C. two mile heats, he beat Mr. Noplet’s 
Lady of the Lake, by Sir Archy. 

6. 1819. At four years old, at Newmarket, Va. four mile heats, he 
beat Mr. Harrison’s Contention, Mr. Johnson’s Roxana, and Mr. 
Washam’s Optimus, by Potomac; all four year olds. 


* (Ratler’s grandam, by Obscurity, was g. g. dam of the famous Polly 
Hopkins, by Virginian.] 

+ [Miss Slamerkin was a mare of great beauty and renown on the turf. 
She ran a great many races at the north, and was never beaten.—Sce J. 
C. Goode’s letter, vol. iv. No. 3, p. 115.] 

t [In our last number, p. $81, it is stated (believed to be extracted from 
Pick’s Turf Register) that Careless was beaten three times, but that he 
won ten king’s plates. | 
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7. At Drumondsburg, Va. three mile heats, he beat Contention, 
Roxana, and Mr. Field’s Lady Tuneful, by Sir Archy. 

8. At Broadrock, two mile heats, he beat Maj. Ball’s filly by Flori- 
zel, Maj. Branch’s filly by Florizel, and distanced Mr. Cheatain’s four 
year old colt by Florizel. 

9. At Drumondsburg, Ratler walked over. 

10. At Norward Neck, Ratler walked over. 

11. Opposite Norward Neck, three mile heats, he beat two Whip 
colts. 

12. In Georgia, three mile heats, he beat Mr. White’s Blazing Star, 
Mr. Singleton’s colt by Sir Archy, and distanced a Whip mare. 

18. At Hicksford, three mile heats, he beat Mr. Drumond’s Mar- 
velous, by Strop, and Mr. Hunter’s colt by Strop. 

14. At Tarborough, N.C. he beat Cotton’s Whip colt, in two three 
mile heats. 

15. 1820. In Charleston, S.C. he won a purse of $1000; beating 
Mr. Singleton’s Kosciusko, by Sir Archy, (which had challenged the 
continent,) in two four mile heats. 

16. At five years old, at Newmarket, Va. he beat Contention in 
two four mile heats. 

At this period, Ratler was sold to Dr. Thornton, of Washington 
city, for $3000; another being desirous, at the same time, to purchase 
him, with a view of matching the famous Eclipse at New York.— 
Being in indifferent hands, as regards racing, at five years old, at 
Fredericktown, Md. he won his seventeenth race: but, in the fall, in 
four consecutive weeks, he was beaten four Jockey Club races, each 
four mile heats—three times by Lady Lightfoot, at Baltimore, Anna- 
polis and Washington; and by Vanguard, by Chance, at Marlborough. 

22, 1821. At six years old, at Annapolis, he won with ease the 
four mile heats; beating Chance Medley, by Chance, and others. 

23. Next week, at Washington, he broke down, and was beaten 
the four mile heats by ch. g. Sambo. 

Ratler is the sire of Louisa Semmes, of Fairfax, (an excellent two 
mile horse,) Washington and Jemima, that ran successfully at Wash- 
ington, D. C.—of De Witt Clinton, and some other successful colts 
at the north; of Marylander, (now a popular stallion,) and other pro- 
mising colts in Maryland, Ife had, however, the disadvantage of 
standing in sections of country (east of the mountains) where he met 
but few thoroughbred mares; and on Long Island, was in opposition 
to their popular stallion Eclipse. 

It is stated (vol. ii. p. 457) that, at four years old, Ratler and Con- 
tention were beaten at Newhope, the four mile heats, by Maclin’s 
gr.m. Fair Rosamond. Until lamed, Ratler was rarely, if ever beaten. 
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Childers, a horse of distinguished speed, is now a popular stallion 
in Dutchess county, N.Y. Flirtilla ranked with the best horses that 
have run in America, having beaten the best horses in Virginia, New 
York and Maryland: Arab, Marion, Betsey Richards, Ariel, and others, 
evincing great speed and bottom. 

Napoleon beat the famous running horse Virginian. Contention 
beat Napoleon, and Ratler beat Contention and Napoleon. Ratler 
was ready three different times to run against Virginian, but Virginian 
declined the race. 

Note.—Virginian had trained off. 


MONSIEUR TONSON. 


Painters of horses, as of fair ladies, and of some that are not so fair, 
are too apt to sacrifice truth and nature to the desire to flatter; and, 
therefore, instead of closely copying the original, follow rather some 
imaginary standard of perfection. Where nature has planted the lily, 
or disease sallowed the complexion, the artist would officiously sub- 
stitute the rose; and, with regard to the horse, instead of an exact 
likeness, the aim is rather to present a magnificent animal—trifling, 
at the same time, with truth and with his own character. If there 
ever was a case where the limner might remain in his room, and draw 
a beautiful horse, according to his true anatomy and finest proportions, 
with the delicate skin and silken coat of the genuine Eastern courser, 
and then venture to give him a local habitation and a name, he might 
write under such a picture— 

‘‘MonsiEuR 'Tonson—property of Abner Robinson, Esq.”’ 

We can testify, from personal observation, to the accuracy of the 
descriptive part of what follows, in regard to the horse which has the 
honor of having beaten even Sally Walker, in “the best four mile race 
ever run in Virginia,” having been run over a very tough heavy track 
in 7m. 55s.—7m. 54s. 


Mr. Epirtor: 

I inclose you, for insertion under the head of Sporting Olio, of 
the American Farmer, an account of the celebrated horse Monsieur 
Tonson. I rode up to Milton, a few days ago, to view this horse 
before he took his departure for his stand in Virginia; and since | 
have seen him, and also the subjoined advertisement, I can truly say, 
that his proprietors have been extremely modest in describing him 
and his performances on the turf. | 

I viewed him with admiration, and was forcibly reminded of the 
high formed stallions in England of former days. He much resembles 
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Shakspeare, (particularly in his forehand,) as the likeness of this horse 
is given in Lawrence’s splendid work. Monsieur’s forehand is inex- 
pressibly beautiful, arising from his long swan-like neck, small head, 
fine erect ears; but more so from his expressive countenance, which 
is lighted up by a pair of uncommonly full and brilliant eyes. His 
neck rises and arches from his withers in fine style, giving him a 
gallant appearance. He has the capacious, oblique shoulder, deep 
chest, close coupling, oval quarters, broad lengthy thigh, large hock, 
and all other points which so conspicuously present themselves to the 
connoisseur in the conformation of the blood horse. In fine, there 
is in his tout ensemble, a beauty and justness of proportion, a deli- 
cacy combined with strength and muscle, which has ever constituted 
the blood horse (when seen in perfection) the pride and admiration 
of every age. 

As regards his performances on the turf, he ranks upon an equality, 
if not superior, to any horse of his time. 

Autuor or **ANNALS OF THE TuRF.”’ 

Descrirrion.—Monsieur Tonson is five feet three inches high;* 
a beautiful blood bay, with black legs, mane and tail, with a most 
beautiful coat of hair, which, for sleekness and fineness, is seldom 
equalled and never exceeded, which is highly indicative of his great 
purity of blood. 

Perrormances.—Monsieur Tonson made his first appearance upon 
the turf in 1824, then two years old, and was beaten, mile heats, by 
Mr. A. B. Shelby’s Pacolet filly Maria, in consequence of being lame 
and out of order. 

Three weeks after, he won the two year old stakes at Cairo, Tenn. 
mile heats; beating the above filly of Mr. Shelby, and others. 

In the spring of 1825, then three years old, he won the Jockey 
Club purse at Gallatin, two mile heats. 

In the fall of the same year, he won the great colt stakes at Galla- 
tin, mile heats, eleven entries, $200 each; beating Mr. Connally’s 
Pacolet filly, Mr. Shelby’s Maria, Col. Smith’s Andrew Jackson, and 
others. Time, first heat, 1m. 50s.—second heat, 1 m. 51s. 

A few days after, he won the Jockey Club purse at Florence, Alab. 
beating Andrew Jackson, and others. 


* (In England, whence we derive our sporting terms, such an expression, 
in regard to the height of a horse, as “five feet three inches high,” (very 
appropriate to a short man’s height,) would be considered unsportsmanlike; 
instead of which it should be “fifteen hands three inches high.” It is to 
be hoped our correspondents will also remember that a race for “colts” 
admits “colts and fillies,” that are “always” such “until they are five” years 
old from Mayday.] 
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He was then travelled from Florence to Natchez, with the view of 
running him there and at New Orleans; but on his way he was taken 
with the distemper, and his feet became diseased with the thrush, 
owing to which he was not run in that country. 

Early in the spring of 1826, Henry M. Clay, Esq. purchased an 
interest in him, and travelled him to Milton, N. C.—a distance of 
twelve or thirteen hundred miles, arriving in June; and in July, put 
him into training for the fall races, and commenced his racing career 
in this country, by winning the Jockey Club purse at Milton, Sept. 21; 
beating Capt. Harrison’s Juliet, two mile heats. 

The week after, he won the Jockey Ciub purse at Caswell court 
house; beating Sally Walker, two mile heats. 

On the 19th of October following, after travelling a distance of 
one hundred and fifty miles, he won the Jockey Club purse at Tree- 
hill; beating Ariel, Gohanna and Blenheim, four mile heats. 

Two weeks after, he won the Jockey Club purse at Belfield; beat- 
ing Sally Walker, Ariel and Lafayette, three mile heats.* 

The next week, he won the Jockey Club purse at Newhope; beat- 
ing Shakspeare, three mile heats. 

Two weeks after, he won the Jockey Club purse at Boydton; beat- 
ing the famous mare Sally Walker, four mile heats. This was ac- 
knowledged to have been the best four mile race ever run in Virginia, 
having been run over avery tough, heavy track; first heat in 7m. 55s. 
—second heat, 7m. 54s. 

In the spring of 1827, he was put into training, with the view of 
running for the great stakes at Treehill; but becoming lame, he was 
turned out, and so far recovered from his lameness as to warrant the 
hepe of his being able to run in the fall. 

And in September, he won the Jockey Club purse at Caswell court 
house; beating Capt. Harrison’s horse Frantic, three mile heats. From 
the previous injury of the tendon of his left fore leg, he broke down 
early in the second heat of this race; having to run nearly the whole 
of the heat, as was evident to the spectators, on the other three legs. 
Thus ended the racing career of this noble animal; having beaten all 
his competitors every distance, (long or short,) with considerable 
ease, clearly demonstrating his superiority, whether they run for speed 
or bottom, which justly entitles him to rank with the best horses of 
the age. 

For a two year old colt, this spring, of his get, out of the dam of 
Collier, Mr. Heth, of Virginia, lately refused $1700. 


* [Where horses of such celebrity as Monsieur Tonson, Sally Walker, 
Ariel and Lafayette, come in contact, we should like to have the time and 
their places in every heat.) 
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it i POLLY BAKER—SOLD TO PENNSYLVANIA. 
1 It is useful to register the transfer of horses, (we mean thorough- 

+ Lig breds of course,) as well as of other personal property. For the 


former, this is the peculiar record; and it is always open for that 
purpose, and all will oblige us who will send us the accounts of sales. 
In several cases mentioned in the present number, it will be seen 
that an animal will command as much as would buy a thousand or 
q more acres of rich government land; and that they will generally 
| much sooner reimburse the outlay. 

Polly Baker, by Stockholder, has been sold to Mr. Alfred Ingraham, 
of Bucks county, Pa. for $1500, for the purpose of being sent to the 
unmatched Timoleon. Thus has a good mare been prematurely with- 
drawn from the turf, after having given, as well in her blood, size 
and figure, as in her performance, every promise of high distinction. 
4 Last spring, after being two months in the hands of one whom her 

| owner found to be entirely incompetent to train, she was travelled 
i eleven hundred miles, and without being rested after her arrival at 
i Washington, was continued in training, and ran the race with Pizarro, 
and five or six other good horses; beating Pizarro the first heat, and 
running him close the other two heats, in which all the others were 
ih distanced. Several of the judges said, that the time of this race had 
not been beaten over that course during the last twenty years. “But,” 
says our correspondent, “I consider it no test of Polly Baker’s speed 
| or bottom, because it was impossible to put her in condition. It was 
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stated that, in her three mile race at Clarksville, Tenn. she run the 
first mile of the second heat in 1m. 51s. and continued at ease ahead 
of her competitor, until she bolted near the judges’ stand, when finish- 
ing the third mile of the second heat. She won the mile heats over 
the same course, the second day after, running the second and third 
heats in 1 m. 53s, and 1m. 54s.—thus showing great constitution, as 
well as fleetness. ‘There is no reason to doubt that, in equal condi- 
tion, she would now exhibit stronger proofs of both heels and bottom; 
1 but, until the present season, there has been no opportunity to bring 
| ) her on the turf in this country in proper order.” And so we happen 
| to know from personal observation. Her produce, or we are much 
| fe mistaken, will tell upon the turf some four years hence. Since she 
fy has been denied tke laurels that would have graced her brows, she 
| Re is worthy of the embraces of the “first amongst the first;” and such, 
a4 it cannot be denied, was Timoleon on the turf. 

i Since the above was in type, the Editor has been authorised give 
| £400 for her, for a gentleman in Canada; but she cannot be had for 
i} less than $2000—expenses to Timoleon off. 
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VETERINARY. 


How to ContrROoL THE Sex OF FoALs. 


Mr. Eprror: Camden, 8. C. May 16, 1832. 

The possibility of controling, as to sex, the procreation of the horse kind 
has long been a desideratum, whilst it has rendered those a subject of ridi- 
cule who have maintained that it could be done. 

In the Quarterly Periscope of the (miserably indexed, by the by) Ate- 
rican Journal of Medical Science, for May, 1828, I find the following: 

“Foreign Intelligence, No. 10, (p. 193.) How to procure animals of 
either sex. M. Garon de Buhariengues published, in 1825, some experi- 
ments relative to the reproduction of various domestic animals, more par- 
ticularly of sheep. Ina late number of Magendie’s Journal, he has resumed 
this subject, and has related the result of some experiments made with two 
separate flocks of sheep. In addition to these, there are many observa- 
tions on the same subject applied to mares and cows; but the most impor- 
tant relate to sheep.” 

Here follows the result of these experiments, which I recommend to the 
notice of the editor of the American Farmer. 

We then come to the conclusion. 

**M. Garon next carries his inquiries to the reproductive power in the 
mare and cow. Respecting the first of these, he observes that, wishing to 
obtain more female than male colts, he fed his brood mares on fresh food; 
that he chose for propagation only such as had not been foaled, or even 
nourished by the mother, the preceding year; and he did not give them the 
stallion until they gave evident signs of being in heat. Five mares, so 
chosen, produced five female colts; and, by following the same method, out 
of thirteen colts foaled that year, cleven were females; and one of the two 
males was the product of an old mare. He remarks, that some mares of a 
remarkably vigorous appetite always bring forth females; while those of 
delicate health as constantly produce males. The same remarks apply to 
the cow.”—Lond. Med. and Phys. Jour. Feb. 1828. 


Rincpone 1n Horses. 
Mr. EpirTor: Philadelphia, Jan. 22, 1833. 

I send you the inclosed extract from a London paper, which corroborates 
former opinions I had entertained on the subject of ringbones. If your 
subscribers draw similar deductions from the facts, they will have due 
weight when applied to the principles of breeding. W. W.C. 

“If horses are put to grass on a Townland, five miles to the west of 
Rathkeale, in the county of Limerick, at the end of two months, the caro- 
nate ulcerates, the horny hoof separates gradually from the sensitive foot, 
and falls off. The horse must be horned, and the void created by the 
opening of the exterior of the horny substance kept constantly filled with 
cotton or fine tow. When the hoofs fall off, the horse gets perfect new 
ones, free from sand-cracks, ringbones, corns, quittors, and narrow heels— 
a desideratum in farriery. The wild fowl that resort to the place lose 
their feathers, and are caught in abundance by the country people.” 
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“NAT TURNER;” 
Ox tHe “OLp Rep” Gone ro urs Last Earru. 
Mr. Epiror: King William Co. Va. Feb. 1, 1833. 

About the middle of the month of November last, the packs of 
Mr. Robert Pollard and Capt. Edmund Littlepage being in fine con- 
dition and good training, having had several delightful chases, all 
preliminary and necessary arrangements having been made, these two 
gentlemen, with their respective friends, met at the Brandywine 
tavern, a little after light, where they found every thing ready for 
their reception; and, after having indulged themselves in all the good 
things set before them, they were all soon mounted, and with light 
hearts and joyful countenances, ready for the chase. 

The morning being so propitious, all with one voice agreed that 
the “old red,” the far-famed and often victorious “Brandywine old 
red,’ (but, in future, we will call him by his more familiar name 
among his neighborhood acquaintances—*“Nat Turner,”) should again 
be the victor of the day, or fall a victim to the exertions of these 
noble and often defeated (though not disgraced) packs and their 
persevering masters. ‘These gentlemen were joined by their friends, 
Mr. John Hill, of Spotsylvania, and Mr. Henry Starling, of this county, 
who brought with them some as good dogs as ever gave tongue; and, 
as for themselves, they can go the pace with any sportsmen for the 
brush. The company bent their course in the direction in which 
“old Nat” had always heretofore been found. They had not pro- 
ceeded far before some one of the dogs challenged; and soon the 
whole pack chimed in, and removed all doubts about its being the 
drag of a fox. It was a hot scent. The dogs moved ahead, as if 
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they had been upon a warm running drag. Every moment was ex- 
pected the exclamation of “He’s up and off! from some one of the 
old sportsmen, who were, caps in hand, leading the van. Now all 
was breathless anxiety; when lo! the whole pack came to a dead 
fault! Some of the dogs were casting about for the lost scent; whilst 
others were seated upon the bank of the river, perfectly contented. 
There were some of the company not at all astonished at this, for 
it readily occurred to them that it was certainly Nat Turner, and 
that he, according to custom, had swam the river. No time was lost 
in urging and encouraging the dogs to go over. They readily under- 
stood what was the matter; and many of them plunged in, and soon 
reached the opposite shore, (the river being very narrow, though very 
rapid; ) where they, in a very short distance from the place they landed, 
again struck the drag, and presently (to use an expression of one of 
the company) a “tornado seemed to be sweeping through the woods, 
tearing up the trees by the roots.”” Old Nat had got up and shaken 
the dew from about his brow, and again bid Robin Pollard and his 
pack defiance. But he was soon made to know that there were 
others in pursuit, which made him fear and tremble for his future 
safety. There was no time now to parley: something was to be 
done. There was no convenience for getting the horses across the 
river, to the Hanover shore. So it was agreed that one of the most 
experienced and active huntsmen, accompanied by some one or two 
others of the company, should cross the river in a small boat, which 
was near at hand, and pursue the pack on foot until they should force 
Nat to return to his native county, (King William;) whilst the rest of 
the company were to await his arrival, for the purpose of giving him 
as warm a reception as he rightfully deserved. ‘The body of woods 
to which ke had retired the night previous, and in which he was 
now running, was a very large piece of sunken ground, interspersed 
with large ponds of water and briery thickets. He could not have 
selected a more favorable place for the occasion. But having been 
heretofore accustomed toa little more elbow room, he would have no 
doubt made for the forest on the Hanover side of the river, had there 
not been a very extensive and level opening, separating it from the 
sunken grounds. Capt. L. was wideawake, and knew what he was 
about. He soon learned the doubles of old Nat; and thus, with less 
fatigue than one would suppose, kept pretty constantly with the dogs, 
encouraging and urging them on at such a tremendous rate that old 
Nat soon began to perceive that Hanover was getting too hot to hold 
him. He now made for the river, for the purpose of crossing it, and 
then stretching them over the Brandywine hills. But on approaching 
it, he saw, with astonishment and dismay, the opposite bank thronged 
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with men, dogs and horses. Inevitable and certain destruction awaited 
him in King William. ‘There was no alternative Jeft him but to turn 
upon his pursuers in Hanover and defeat them by real game and 
stoutness, or die as became him—like the hero of many a hard fought 
battle. But the day of defeat was at hand: the time had arrived 
when old Nat was to be stripped of all his laurels. He made but a 
feeble struggle before he was put to earth, in the same cave to which 
he has been several times forced by Mr. Pollard’s pack. After giving 
him some time to rest, he was dug after and turned loose, with fifteen 
minutes start; but he was completely run out. So soon as the dogs 
got close to him, he was taken in about five or ten minutes. 

Thus fell the renowned Nat Turner, after affording a beautiful 
chase to the whole company, both in King William and Hanover; 
being at no time out of hearing of either party, and without there 
being one moment’s loss or fault of any description whatever, for the 
space of fifty-five minutes, from the time of unkenneling him to the 
time of his entering the cave. It is due to the credit and character 
of this veteran to say, that it was thought, by all the company, that 
he would have made a better run than what he did, but for his having 
supped too heartily upon one of his neighbors’ pigs the night previous. 
But it is also due to the credit of this unrivalled pack of hounds to 
say, that under the most advantageous circumstances to Nat Turner, 
this day he must have fallen. 

Mr. Editor, King William may well boast of her fine blooded, hard 
bottomed and well trained hounds. It would delight you,—yes, sir, 
even you, who are accustomed to witness the fine sports of the turf, 
of the field, and of every other description,—to see either the pack 
of Mr. Pollard or of Capt. Littlepage, of a good morning, and in a 
neighborhood where there are plenty of foxes, upon a drag, and then 
in the chase. They would remind you more of well drilled soldiers 
than of any thing else which I can picture to my mind. 

As an evidence of the truth of my assertion, a little above, and to 
prove to a correspondent, in the January number of the Register, who 
boasts of having taken twelve fat grey foxes in the space of one month, 
that there are dogs that can go the rout with his, Capt. Littlepage, in 
six days, caught twelve foxes; three of which were reds. On one 
day he took four grey foxes; and, on a subsequent day, took two 
reds, both of which were old fellows. All this was done with his 
own pack, consisting of five couple, and in six successive days. 

I have seen two puppies which Mr. Pollard is raising, and which 
he intends for you, Mr. Editor; but | doubt very much whether you 
will get them or not, if you permit him to keep them until the next 
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season, at which time they will be old enough to run. For, if upon 
trial, they should prove to be promising, he will dislike very much to 
part with them. They are both dogs; and one of them is, I think, 
without exception, the most beautiful animal of the dog kind that 
ever I saw. Very respectfully, B. 
(We will take the risk of that, preferring to have them blooded under his 
tuition than any other's, and relying on his friendship, of which the strongest 
proof that can be is to give a tried good dog. But was it fair or sportsman- 
like, to bag the gallant old red?, No; if he could not be fairly run down 
and killed in the open field, he should have been left to run another day. 
What must have been his reflections, when taken stiff and cold, and tied 
like a common felon! or half smothered in a foul, loathsome wallet!—an 
object of taunting exultation to those whom he had so often amused, defied 
and beaten, in fair contests of speed and stoutness! But, as with many an 
honest dog, and man, too—give him a bad name, and hang him. So with 
the old red. 'They called him Nat ‘Turner, and then no fate was too severe 
for him! We protest he was hardly dealt with; and if we had been of the 
party, we should have voted to blow off, and give him another chance.] 


INSTINCTIVE SAGACITY OF THE FOX. 


The old Duke of Grafton, who had his hounds at Croydon, occa- 
sionally had foxes taken in Whittlebury forest, and sent up in the 
venison cart to London, for the purpose of being turned down the 
next morning before the hounds. In the course of these proceed- 
ings, a fox was taken from a particular coppice in the forest, and 
forwarded in the usual manner. The fox made his escape when 
hunted; and, some time after, a fox was caught in the identical cop- 
pice, the appearance of which was so strikingly like the one obtained 
a little time before in the same place, that the keeper entertained a 
strong suspicion it was the fox which had before fallen into his 
hands. The fox was again sent to Croydon, again hunted and again 
escaped. Some time after, a fox was taken in the same coppice, 
which those engaged in the business were well assured they had 
captured twice before. Under these circumstances, he had one ear 
slit, and some holes punched through the other, in order thus to 
place the matter beyond dispute, should the fox again make his way 
back. ‘Thus distinguished, he was again despatched to the hunting 
ground, and again eluded the hounds; and, in the course of a few 
weeks, was retaken in the same place. After having thus beaten his 
pursuers three times, and regained as often his old and favorite asy- 
lum, he ought to have been spared; but he was turned down a fourth 
time, and, after a very severe chase, was killed. 
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ESSAY ON DOGS.—No. II. 


Mr. Eprror: Richmond, Va. April 12, 1833. 
“The ‘noble’ dog, in life the firmest friend, 
The first to welcome, foremost to defend, 
Whose honest heart is still his master’s own, 
Who labors, fights, lives, breathes for him alone.” Byron. 

Gratitude, we are told by Seneca in his Morals, besides being a 
glorious, is a cheap and easy virtue. The covetous man may be 
grateful without expense; the sluggard without labor. And yet how 
few of the countless millions that have lived, have been tempted by 
the glory, encouraged by the cheapness, or urged by the facility, to 
add their names to the list of the grateful! Does not the dog, an 
animal remarkable for the uniform practice of a virtue held in such 
deservedly high esteem by mankind, merit consideration and regard? 

I will here cite an ancient and a modern instance of devotion in 
this animal, that I may not be accused of composing a high-wrought 
eulogy unwarranted by examples. 

The first rests upon the authority of lianus, a Roman sophist, who 
lived in the reign of Adrian, the fifteenth emperor of Rome. He says, 
one Augeus, of Eleusis, made Eupolis, a comic poet of Athens, (men- 
tioned by Horace as a poet of reputation,) a present of a fine mastiff. 
He was so devoted to his master, that he actually worried to death a 
slave who was carrying away some of his comedies. He adds, that 
when the poet died at Egene, his dog remained at his tomb till he 
perished by grief and hunger. The reputation of this author no 
doubt attracted a crowd, eager for his acquaintance, ambitious of his 
notice, proud of his regard. But which of his friends gave the most 
decided evidence of attachment to him living? which furnished the 
most unequivocal proof that he lamented him dead?—his poor dog. 

The next is the anecdote of the “dog of the colonnade of the 
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Louvre.”* The memorable week in July which placed Louis Phil- 
lipe on the throne of France, furnished an instance of the devoted 
attachment felt by the dog for his master. Medoc (the name since 
given him) followed his master to the combat, was with him at the 
attack upon the Louvre, and did not abandon him in the hottest of 
the fight. His master was shot: he remained near his corpse until 
they came to bury him. He then sprang into the hearse, and refused 
to leave it until his master’s body was taken out to be buried with 
the rest of his dead companions. 

Upon his master’s tomb he has from that moment established his 
dwelling. During the day, mournful and feeble in the midst of a 
crowd that surrounds him, he is seen constantly stretched out upon 
the grave which holds the object of his grief; and at night he utters 
his deep sorrow by frequent and mournful howlings. 

The national guard built him a small house; but he rarely goes to 
it, as it seems to separate him from that patriotic grave, the continual 
and mournful object of his thoughts. 

I cannot forbear mentioning two instances of sagacity, strong feel- 
ing and sympathetic kindness, which | have read in some newspaper 
published in this country. The favorite dog of some gentleman was 
sent to a friend, in whose service the dog severely fractured his leg. 
He was put in the hands of an eminent surgeon, who reduced the 
fracture and effected a perfect cure. A few weeks afterwards, the 
surgeon heard a violent scratching at his door, and on his opening it, 
saw his late patient, to his great surprise, in company with another 
dog, which had broken his leg, and was thus brought by his friend to 
be cured in the same manner. 

During the severe weather in the first week of February, 1831, or 
1832, an old house dog, overcome with years and infirmity, took up 
his quarters in an old outhouse. A young dog was observed to carry 
off a part of his food; and, on being watched, it was found that he 
carried it nearly one hundred yards to the old dog, and carefully 
placed it under his nose, so that he might not even have to move to 
eat it. 

Such is the animal who will lick the hand raised to strike him, and 
disarm resentment by submissive perseverance. 

The dog readily conforms himself to the manners, movements, and 
habits of his master. In whatever light we regard him, we find him 
suited to the companionship of man. 


* For this anecdote I am indebted to a newspaper. It may not be new 
to the readers of the Register. I cite it, notwithstanding, because I think 
it deserves a place in some less ephemeral print. 
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If man should seek a friend, where will he find one so faithful and 
so true as the dog? If he searches for a guard to protect his property, 
where can he find so honest, and so zealous, and so willing a guar- 
dian, as the dog? If he desires a companion for his sports, where 
can he obtain one more efficient, or more eager to contribute to his 
gratification, than the dog? The dog’s beauty of form, unerring 
instinct, uniform vivacity, great force, remarkable swiftness, indomi- 
table courage, steady perseverance, earnest anxiety to please, and 
ardent attachment to his friends, unquestionably justify his advocate 
in laying claim to the occupation of a very high rank in the scale of 
creation for this favorite of the lovers of manly sports. 

Examples of every quality herein mentioned can readily be fur- 
nished; and it will be the writer’s aim to offer such anecdotes as he 
can suppiy, and such as have not already found their way in the 
Register, illustrative of his subject, for publication in that work—not 
doubting, whatever the mass of its readers may think, that they will 
be welcome at least to a few. R. 





ON THE TRAINING OF DOGS. 


In the last volume we gave some, as we thought, valuable essays on 
the breeding and feeding of dogs. We now follow them with advice, 
that appears to us to be plain and judicious, on TRAINING. 


The first thing to be attended to in young dogs of all kinds is to 
make them understand their name well, and answer to it, before 
training; for which they should be rewarded and caressed. After 
foxhounds have learned to follow freely, they should be coupled, and 
led out amongst sheep, deer, &c. and made to understand that such 
is not their game; but two dogs should never be coupled together, 
as they are sure to quarrel. A few at a time should be let loose 
amongst sheep; and if they attempt to run after them, should be 
severely chastised, and the cry of ware sheep be often repeated to 
them, which cry will generally, on future occasions, have the effect 
of stopping them from sheep-running without the necessity of using 
the whip. Great care is necessary at the offset to prevent them from 
worrying a sheep, which they will sometimes do under the manage- 
ment of careless trainers; for if they be allowed to taste the blood, it 
will be very difficult afterwards to break them from this bad habit. 

Young hounds should be frequently taken out with people on foot, 
which teaches them to be more tractable and attentive, and much 
more manageable. It is better to take them out to their walks in a 
country where they are to be hunted, as the sooner they acquire a 
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knowledge of it the better; and when they are thrown out, or left 
behind, are more likely to find their way home. 

In entering foxhounds, it should always be at their own game; 
although some are foolish enough to begin them with hares, which 
just requires a second training to break them from that pursuit— 
Nothing is so good for rendering young hounds obedient as walking 
them frequently out amongst sheep, hares and deer, and restraining 
their pursuit of these animals. This probation will teach them to be 
steady. A fox cub should then be turned out before them, in the 
company of some old hounds as leaders, which train them:in a short 
time instinctively, as it were, to hunt themselves. After they have 
tasted blood it will be more difficult to repress their ardor than to 
excite it. Every means of encouraging them should be used in the 
earlier stages of their training, and punishment only administered 
after they have made some progress. In flogging a hound for a fault, 
the whipper-in should use his voice at the same time; this teaches 
him to know for what he is beaten; and Mr. Daniel suggests the 
propriety of introducing a live hare into the kennel, and to flog the 
dogs soundly whenever they attempt to approach her. 

A mere outline of such rules would occupy much greater space 
than our limits will permit; we, therefore, beg to refer the foxhunter 
to more extensive books exclusively devoted to that subject. Among 
these, “Beckford’s Thoughts on Hunting” will afford much informa- 
tion. 


TRAINING OF PoINTERS AND SetTTERS.—The limits of the present 
work will not allow of our going at length into this subject; conse- 
quently, the following observations must be considered only as hints 
to the uninitiated. 

One of the earliest lessons which a dog should be taught is obe- 
dience. This can be done by walking him near home, and when he 
goes to too great a distance he should be called back, using the words 
here or come in. To teach him to go behind, the words back or 
behind should be used. 

At this period it will be proper to accustom the dog to be tied up 
in a stable, but not for too long a time at the outset, as a dog’s growth 
is apt to be cramped by confining him too much at an early age. 
Where the situation is favorable, dogs under twelve months should 
always be allowed to go at liberty through the day, taking care to tie 
them up at night; because in strange quarters, where this restraint may 
be necessary, if not used to it, they may howl and disturb a whole 
neighborhood. 

Dogs should, if possible, receive their education in an open moor- 
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land country, where there are neither pheasants nor rabbits. They 
will there have full scope for their faculties, acquire a gallant range, 
and learn to quarter their ground properly. In this process the words 
used should be few and simple, and accompanied by signs, which 
ought ultimately to become their substitutes; as we hold, that when 
a dog is thoroughly made, a whistle or a signal will be sufficient for 
his guidance in the field. ‘To the young sportsman, the vocabulary 
and maxims which follow may be useful, and tend to impress him 
with a proper notion of the business in hand. 


Vocasutary.—Hey away!—Hey on, good dog!—Is a general en- 
couragement to general beat. 

Have a care—A caution, when you perceive him pressing rashly 
upon his birds, and in danger of springing them. 

Hold up, good dog!—When he is diffident of following up his 
point, or is dwelling upon a false haunt. 

Take heed, or To-ho!—A caution to him when he fixes to his 
point, and warning to other dogs to back, accompanied by the hold- 
ing up of the right hand, the same as to down. 

Down charge—The word of command instantly after firing, which 
must be imperative. 

Seek dead—A notice for him to go in search of the dead or wounded 
birds. 

Ware bird, or Ware dead—A check, when he attempts to mouth 
or snap a dead or dying bird. 

Ware chase—A challenge (loud and sharp) for chasing birds upon 
the wing. 

Ware hare—A check of decisive recall from an unlawful pursuit. 

Ware lark—A summons to cease from puzzling on a worthless haunt. 

Gone, gone—A notice that birds are away, and signal to go on. 

Come in—Come in here—Or the whistlke—A summons he should 
promptly obey, and come in to heel. 


Maxims.—Never let your dog have a will of his own; but impress 
upon him, from the first, that your command is to be the rule of his 
actions; and, 

Never allow him to ramble about the neighborhood alone, or at 
the risk of falling into bad company. “Evil communications,” &c. 

Never take the field without your whip; it is the only legitimate 
weapon of punishment, and the sight of it may, in many instances, 
save the skin of your pupil. 

Never pass a blunder unnoticed, nor a fault unpunished; never- 


theless “love mercy.” Keep your pupil down under lecture till you 
are friends again; then hey on! 
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Never administer punishment without endeavoring to make him 
understand the nature of his offence—ware chase! take heed! or 
down charge! as the case may be, duly impressed upen him. 

Never avenge upon your dog your own errors in shooting; neither 
let your anxiety to bag a bird induce you to join him in a race for 
the possession thereof. Footing out a winged bird is the finest op- 
portunity you have of developing his powers, and rather lose the 
bird than the advantage of such a lesson. 

Never permit a race after a hare; therefore, never be tempted to 
shoot at one which rises before your dog. Ina case of necessity, 
shoot her in her seat. 

Never head your dog, nor let him trifle his time behind you; but 
keep him ahead in his beat, and go hand in hand with him up to his 
point. 

Never allow your dog to break field; that is, make off into another 
field before his master, or to hunt out of your sight at any time. 
Neither let him take another dog’s point out of his teeth, but make 
him back-up at a respectful distance; or, which is better, lie close till 
desired to go on. 

Never hunt a dog when tired down, lest be become a dealer in 
false points, and-lose his gallantry of range. 

Do not suffer your dog to ramble when you are going to or returning 
from the field, but keep him strictly to your heel. It is not in the 


way of business. [ Brown's Sketches. 
(To be continued.) 


THE FORCE OF GRATITUDE. 


Brown, in his Sketches, says that a large setter, ill with the dis- 
temper, had been most tenderly nursed by a lady for three weeks, At 
length he became so weak as to be placed on a bed, where he remained 
three days in a dying situation. After a short absence, the lady, on 
re-entering the room, observed him to fix his eyes attentively on her, 
and make an effort to crawl across the bed towards her. ‘This he 
accomplished, evidently for the sole purpose of licking her hands, 
which having done, he expired without a groan. “J am,” says Mr. 
Blaine, “as convinced that the animal was sensible of his approaching 
dissolution, and that this was a last forcible effort to express his grati- 
tude for the care taken of him, as I am of my own existence, and 
had I witnessed this proof of excellence alone, | should think a life 
devoted to the melioration of the condition of dogs far too little for 
their deserts.” 
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THE OPOSSUM. 
Mr. Epiron: March 20, 1833. 


This extraordinary animal has been, ever since its discovery, an 
object of great interest to the naturalist, and of wonder to the inquisi- 
tive mind. The general traits of its character, its mode of living, and 
its disposition, have been easily discovered, and are known to all who 
know the animal itself; but that peculiarity which imparts such a 
lively interest to its history, is what is not known, and has been, so 
far, only a matter of conjecture. From the first moment I ever met 
with the opossum, I have felt a great desire to know precisely its 
whole character and history, from the very instant of its conception 
to the greatest period possible for it to live. With this desire to 
obtain correct information in regard to it, I have never neglected 
an opportunity to satisfy myself, if possible, upon the various circum- 
stances of its life. An opportunity, for this interesting investiga- 
tion, presented itself in the early part of last autumn. My friend 
Mr. O. had caught several opossums, and intended to raise from them, 
and supply his table occasionally with one of these delicious crea- 
tures. For this purpose, he placed them in a room of convenient 
size, adjoining one of his negro habitations. Here he had them well 
fed upon their usual food; such as soft corn, apples, persimmons, 
hommony, offal of poultry, &c. &c. &c. He provided them with 
dry leaves from the neighboring wood, and a plank, laid in a slanting 
position against the wall; one side resting on the floor, so as to form 
a dark alley, somewhat like the hollow of a tree; as in such a hollow 
they are accustomed to live, when at liberty in the wood. 

Thus comfortably fixed, they seemed to enjoy life at their ease; 
and anxiously did we await the wished for moment when some one 
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of them would show symptoms of amativeness, that we might see the 
process of copulation, conception, and all the intermediate stages of 
the formation of the fetus, up to the time of its birth—or rather, to 
the first moment it becomes separated from its dam. Some weeks 
passed away before this time arrived; and, till then, may I beguile 
away the time by a few extracts from an article on this animal, in the 
ninth volume of the Encyclopedia Americana?—comprising much in- 
teresting matter in a few words. 

“These extraordinary animals belong to the marsupialia, or those 
quadrupeds the females of which are furnished with a pouch in the 
abdomen. ‘They are peculiar to the American continent, and one of 
the best known is the Didelphis Virginiana, the general color of 
which is whitish grey. The whole hair is of a wool-like softness: 
it is short on the face and body, but long on the legs and part of the 
back. ‘The tail is thick and black for upwards of three inches, and 
is covered with small scales. ‘The opossum is seldom or never to be 
seen in the day time, being a nocturnal and timid animal, depending 
far more on his natural sagacity than on his strength for his safety. 
His motions on the ground are awkward and clumsy; but on the 
branches of a tree he moves with great celerity and ease, using his 
tail to assist his motions. This organ is prehensile, and enables the 
animal to suspend himself by a branch, either when in pursuit or 
when he wishes to descend. * ** * The flesh is good, resembling 
that of a young pig. The weol is very long and fine, especially of 
those killed in winter, and might be well employed in many manu- 
factories. ‘They live in decayed and hollow trees.” 

When danger approaches, they lie close and feign to be dead. In 
speaking of this trait, the article just quoted says: “This well known 
attribute of the opossum has become a proverb, and ‘He is playing 
possum,’ is applied, in some parts of the country, to any one thought 
to be acting deceitfully. 

“The female has from ten to fifteen young, who are for a long time 
nourished in the pouch, or false belly, and to which they resort on 
the appearance of any danger. When too large to be thus carried, 
they cling to the mother by twisting the extremity of their tails around 
the base of hers. They are readily tamed when taken young, but 
are mischievous pets. Wonderful medical virtues were formerly at- 
tributed to the tail of this animal in a variety of cases.” 

The opossum is fond of animal food or young birds, and is often 
the despoiler of birds’ nests. It possesses wonderful sagacity, and 
has considerable courage. It is the terror of rats and mice. Why, I 
know not, but so it is, rats have been known to quit a house when 
an opossum has been suffered to run at large about in it. I have 
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often held together a cat and an opossum by their tails, and they 
would fight with such violence, that one would suppose, in a short 
time, if let alone, they would be like the “Kilkenny cats”—eat each 
other up, and leave nothing behind them but their fai/s. 

But to return to the immediate object of this article. ‘The oppos- 
sums mentioned above were closely watched, and the result of this 
careful inspection was as follows. 

For some days previous to their having been seen in the very act, 
the males were contentious, and the female that proved to be in “heat” 
Was amorous in her actions, and was often seen playing lascivious- 
ly and exhibiting great fondness for the society of her male com- 
panions. This continued for some days, till, on a lucky occasion, 
one of the males was seen in the agonizing act of rifling all her 
charms. She was prostrate upon her back, or rather partly on her 
side; while the male was lying partially upon her, in the position that 
cats are sometimes seen, when under the same circumstances. At 
what particular part of the body the juncture took place, I am not 
able to say; but, from their positions, I firmly believe that the penis 
of the male was inserted in the pouch of the female. A short time 
after this copulation, the female was observed rooting with her nose 
about the pouch, and apparently arranging something within if. She 
was examined; and within the false pocket, or pouch, was found a 
slimy, glutinous substance. She was frequently seen rooting in her 
pocket with her nose; and, for some days, continued in a languishing 
sort of mood, and seemed sick. No other copulation between them 
was observed; but I have no doubt there may have been many. 

In the course of a week, all the teats that could be seen were 
inflamed; and she seemed to suffer pain when the inner part of the 
pouch was touched, however gently. In a fortnight, more or less, 
there was something, about the size of a small pin’s head, attached 
to the end of the nipple. This something (I call it so, for it was 
shapeless) increased daily in size, and in redness of color; for every 
day it could be more easily discerned than the day before. It slowly 
and gradually assumed a shape, till we had before us an opossum in 
miniature, of the smallest possible size. It had life, or at least the 
power of motion, as soon as it had attained the size of a common 
garden pea; for it was seen to move its limbs often. On touching 
the foetus with the softest down, the dam suffered great pain. There 
was a fetus upon every teat that we could see; and they all continued 
to increase in size, and seemingly in vigor, till they had begun to 
hair; when, to our great regret, a negligent negro left open the door 
of the room in which they were, and in the night the whole tribe 
moved off. Jn the morning, every exertion was made to discover the 
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place of their retreat, and retake them; but these endeavors proved 
fruitless. Up to this time, the foetus had left the teat, to which it 
seemed bound by some magic spell—or, more probably, unseen cord. 
I would have given much to have seen when they leave their respec- 
tive resting spots and separate from their mother, “like ripe fruit 
dropping from its parent stem.” My statement is not precisely correct 
with regard to fime, as I lost the notes that I then took; but J think I 
have been within a day or two of the precise times herein referred 
to. My deductions from these observations are, that sexual inter- 
course and procreation take place within the pouch; that the semen, 
therein deposited, is placed by means of the nose of the female upon 
the teats, which have within themselves the natural powers of gene- 
ration, as well as the power of nourishing and sustaining the thing 
generated. Such I believe to be the astonishing and wonderful 
generation of this animal, which has been, and I fear will continue 
to be, an object of never-ending curiosity to every 
OsseRvER OF Nature. 

{The preceding observations strengthen the impression we have long 
entertained, from all the facts we have been able to collect, that the 
existence of the young opossum commences on the exterior of the body of 
the female; and that, in fact, it inay be said never to bave been in ventre 
sa mere. We believe the seminal fluid of the male to be deposited within 
the pouch, by the genial warmth of which it takes life, shape and form; 
and is developed, as the chick in the egg, by incubation. French natu- 
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ralists are very desirous of procuring subjects for observation.] 





AN AMERICAN PIGEON ROOST. 

It was in a portion of the forest, where the trees were of great mag- 
nitude, and where there was little underwood; I rode through it up- 
wards of forty miles, and crossing it in different parts, found its aver- 
age breadth to be rather more than three miles. My first view of it 
was about a fortnight subsequent to the period when the pigeons first 
made choice of it, and | arrived there nearly two hours before sun-set. 
Few pigeons were then to be seen, but a great number of persons, 
with horses and wagons, guns and ammunition, had already establish- 
ed encampments on the borders. ‘Two farmers from the vicinity of 
Russelsville, distant nore than an hundred miles, had driven upwards 
of three hundred hogs to be fattened on the pigeons which were to be 
slaughtered. Here and there, the people employed in plucking and 
salting what had already been procured, were seen sitting inthe midst 
of large piles of these birds. 

The dung lay several inches deep, covering the whole extent of the 
roosting place, like a bed of snow. Many trees two feet in diameter 
61 v.4 
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J observed, were broken off at no great distance from the ground, and 
the branches of many of the largest and tallest had given way, as if 
the forest had been swept by a tornado.—Every thing proved to me 
that the number of birds resorting to this part of the forest, must be 
immense, beyond conception. As the period of their arrival approach- 
ed, their foes anxiously prepared to receive them. Some were fur- 
nished with iron pots containing sulphur, others with torches of pine- 
knots, many with poles, and the rest with guns. The sun was lost to 
our view, yet not a pigeon had arrived. Every thing was ready, and 
all eyes were gazing upon the clear sky, which appeared in glimpses 
amidst the tall trees. Suddenly there burst forth a general cry of 
“here they come.” The noise which they made, though yet distant, 
reminded me of a hard gale at sea passing through the rigging of a 
close-reefed vessel. As the birds arrived and passed over me, I felta 
current of air that surprised me. Thousands were soon knocked down 
by the pole-men. The birds continued to pour in, the fires were light- 
ed, and a magnificent as well as wonderful and almost terrifying sight 
presented itself. The pigeons, arriving by thousands, alighted every 
where, one above another, until solid masses as large as hogsheads 
were formed on the branches all around. Here and there the perch- 
es gave way under the weight with a crash, and, falling to the ground, 
destroyed hundreds of the birds beneath, forcing down the dense 
groups with which every stick was loaded. It was a scene of uproar 
and confusion. I found it quite useless to speak, or even to shout to 
those persons who were nearest to me. Even the reports of the gun 
were seldom heard, and I was made aware of the firing only by seeing 
the shooters reloading. No one dare venture within the line of de- 
vastation. ‘The hogs had been penned up in due time, the picking of 
the dead and wounded being left for the next morning’s employment. 
The pigeons were constantly coming, and it was past midnight 
before I perceived a decrease in the number of those arriving. The 
uproar continued the whole night; and I was anxious to know to what 
distance the sound reached, I sent off a man, accustomed to perambu- 
late the forest, who returning two hours afterwards, informed me he 
had heard it three miles distant from the spot. Towards the approach 
of day the noise in some measure subsided, and long before objects 
were distinguishable, the pigeons began to move off in a direction 
quite different from that in which they had arrived the even ingbe- 
fore; and at sunrise, all that were able to fly had disappeared.—The 
howling of the wolves now reached our ears, and the foxes, lynxes, 
cougars, bears, racoons, opposums, and pole-cats, were seen sneaking 
off, whilst eagles and hawks of different species, accompanied by a 
crowd of vultures, came to supplant them, and enjoy their share of the 
spoil. (Audubon’s Ornithological Biography. 
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ICTHYOPHAGI. 
Mr. Enrror: Occoquan, Va. April 5, 1833. 


In the lower part of that peninsula formed by the waters of the 
magnificent Potomac and the Rappahannock, called the northern neck 
of Virginia, far famed for chivalry, beauty and hospitality; and whose 
streams abound in the finest flavoured oysters, the largest frogs, the 
fattest soft crabs and terrapins, and other delicious inhabitants of the 
deep, dwell the society of Icthyophagi; who on festival days, dress in 
garments made of fish skins, eat nothing but fish, drink like fish and 
tell fish stories, somewhat like our pious brethren, the yankees, on fast 
days. Every member of the association is obliged to call his dog, his 
horse and at least one of his children after some particular fish, and 
during the meetings of the society to assume the name of some fish. 
The Honorable Preserved Fish, of New York, was elected an hono- 
rary member, nemine contradicente; Tench Ringgold has also been 
admitted after some debate on his christian name; Mr. Price Roach 
also; as independent of his piscatory cognomen, his physiognomy has 
much resemblance to that of a certain fish, being somewhat wide be- 
tween the eyes, and having a huge expanse of mouth. I intend at 
some leisure time to give you the very interesting debates on the ad- 
mission of these honorary members, which I took down in short hand. 
Each member is obliged to appear in his fish skin garment on festival 
day, equipped as the law directs, with line of fish gut, hook of fish 
bone and rod of whale bone. Details are dull; they admit neither 
the graces of ornament, the wisdom of sentiment, nor sallies of a live- 
ly and luxuriant imagination; let it therefore be sufficient that the 
truth is narrated, and that the style is perspicuous. The temple built 
by this society is more beautiful than the palace of the Sun, erected 
by the poetic imagination of Ovid; fact cutruns fancy, and exceeds 
all description; it is constructed of the larger bones of whales, and 
ornamented with those of smaller fish and curious shells and skins. 
The door is adorned with four columns, entablature and triangular 
pediment of the Doric order, all composed of the bones and scales of 
large and small fish; ornamental windows, adorned with columns, en- 
tablature and pediment; the ceilings are so artfully covered with fish 
scales, representing the waves of the sea, as to deceive the eye. Four 
wreathed columns of bones, shells and scales, in the centre of the 
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room, seem to support the roof. Suns, circles, half moons, dolphins, 

flying fish, whales spouting water, sturgeons Jeaping from their ele- 

ment, pelicans and fish hawks, are curiously formed of bones, fins and 

scales and inlaid in the walls and ceiling. Neptune and Amphitrite, 

sea nymphs, mermaids, &c., besides the world resting on the back of 

a terrapin, which rests on nothing; and in the centre of the ceiling is a 

Jarge and splendid lantern covered with transparent fish skin, adorn- 

ed with columns of the Corinthian order, and a ball and fish on top. 

Over the door in the interior of this beautiful edifice are the Ameri- 
can arms curiously wrought in tortoise shell. The floor is an elegant 
Mosaic pavement of shells of different and brilliant colors. The 
whole temple is in its construction a miracle of art, and is one of the 
finest specimens of novelty, taste and splendor ever beheld by the en- 
raptured eye of man. Fish spears, bone hooks, gut lines and other 
piscatory curiosities from the Pacific ocean decorate the interior of 
this splendid temple. A reverend clergyman presides over this socie- 
ty, and the standing toast is, fish for the table, and flesh for the bed, 
on the day of the last festival, the posteriors of an hundred frogs were 
consumed; God knows how many soft crabs and terrapins, besides 
fat oysters and the finny tribe innumerable. Several of the society 
have large conservatories for frogs and terrapins; one member thinks 
he has among his eels, the Murena of the ancients. ‘The reverend 
president has capon carp in his pond; though | believe this was first 
practised by Tull. And one gentleman since Billy Pope’s tame fish, 
mentioned in p. 84, of the Sporting Magazine, and the dancing terra- 
pins, in p. 374, v. 4., contemplates having a choice band of singing 
frogs in his conservatory. I am credibly informed that some of them 
already perform surprisingly well, and “discourse most excellent music.” 
J would recommend him to teach them the Gymnastic exercises; cer- 
tain Iam they would succeed at ‘leap frog.” But I have already 
consumed too much time, and must conclude with the following 
apostrophe. Happy country! where the sea furnishes abundance of 
luxurious repast, and the fresh waters an innocent and delightful pas- 
time; where the angler in cheerful solitude, strolls by the edge of 
the stream and fears neither the coiled snake, nor the lurking alligator; 
where he can retire at night with bis few trouts, to borrow a pretty 
description of old Isaac Walton, to some friendly cottage, where the 
landlady is good and the daughter innocent and beautiful, where the 
room is cleanly and lavender in the sheets, and twenty ballads stuck 
upon the wall. ‘There he can enjoy the company of a talkative bro- 
ther sportsman, have his trouts dressed for supper, tell tales and sing 
old songs; there he can talk of the wonders of nature with learned 
admiration, or find some harmless sport to content him and pass away 
a little time without offence to God or injury to man. M. G. 
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SPORTING INTELLIGENCE. 


CHANGE or Distance iN pIFFERENT Races.—We have never known 
any proposition more generally approved than that for shortening the dis- 
tances; and though some would have them too short, to the effect of throw- 
ing out too many horses, the acceptable medium appears to be struck in 
the following letter from an old sportsman—but non ergo—an old man. 


“Mr. Epiror: 

“It is the wish of many turfmen, it is my wish, that the space between 
the winning post and the distance stand be shortened. The distance for 
mile heats ought to remain as it now is—sixty yards. I would make it 
sixty yards, to cover bad starts, as it is run,in most cases, by colts and fillies 
not well brcke. I would, in two mile heats, drop twenty yards, which 
would make the distance one hundred yards, in place of a hundred and 
twenty; three mile heats, one hundred and thirty yards, in place of a hun- 
dred and eighty; and four mile heats one hundred and fifty yards, in place 
of two hundred and forty yards. 

“Weave the above into a neat article, and let us have it in your next 
number: 


One mile heats, - - : 60 yards. 
Two mile heats, - - - 100 * 
Three mile heats, - - - 130 * 
Four mile heats, —- - ~ 150 * 


**I think, with this alteration, we would be able to get along with the old 
ones.” 


(The true philosophy of the case would seem to inculcate, as most com- 
patible with justice and the interests of the turf, to pursue such course, and 
to adopt such rules, as should inculcate, above all things, respect for the 
great maxim—*blood will tell.’ Let attention, in the first case, be had to 
that; then skill in training, so as to bring any given nag to his highest at- 
tainable degree of physical power;—having thus procured the best of blood, 
and put it in the best condition, the next and last thing is, to let superior 
management on the course, by sagacious orders and skillful riding, meet 
their just reward. But let not young men, disposed to come on the turf, 
and the public, by whom the sport is to be encouraged, be any longer pos- 
sessed of the notion, that blood, and care, and time, and money, and skillful 
and anxious stable management, and training, are all to be overreached and 
defeated, at the /ast moment, by qualities or accidents, in spite of superior 
blood and condition. At the same time we must look to the promotion of sport, 
and must be careful not, by having the distances too short, to throw out and 
discourage good horses, by having them distanced, for want of foot, in a 
first heat. On the whole, we are inclined to adopt the distances suggested 
by our triend above. This, with other matters of importance, will be dis- 
cussed at the Central Course, on Monday, the 13th inst. the day of the 
match race.] 


Ripinc Scnoors.—It isto be regretted that there are so few such institu- 
tions in American cities—any one calling, as we did a few weeks since, at 
Mr. Blythe’s Riding House in Philadelphia, and seeing delicate and beautiful 
young ladies, managing their horses with confidence and skill, preparing to 
take their summer rides on horseback in good weather, could not fail to be 
struck with conviction of their great utility in saving our too delicately raised 
females from dyspepsia and pulmonary attacks—the effects of want of 
wholesome and active exercise—why have we no well managed riding 


house like Mr. Blythe’s in Baltimore? 
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(> ALL GENTLEMEN who can, will do well to bring with them their 
conveyance to the Central Course. Quick cattle are good things ina 
crowd, on a dusty road. And he that likes a snug room to himself, cannot 

0 amiss in tipping a note to Barnum, Beltzhoover, Newcomb, Hussey or 

eacock. Qur information from Virginia, Pennsylvania and New York, 
is, that all the horses and all their friends are coming on. Steamboat 
companies cannot be too liberal. With increased facilities to racehorses, 
there will in a few years be a prodigious current of travelling, biennially, 
from Long Island, in New York, to Petersburg and Richmond, in Virginia. 
There has never been greater attraction than is offered at Long Island 
and the Central Course this spring. 

The presumption is, that Miss Mattie, O’Kelly, Flying Dutchman, Mary 
Randolph and Tychicus, and others, will come to the post together on the 
four mile day; whilst the cup race being but two mites, it is expected there 
will be at least twelve to start for it: some going for the cup and some 


for the money—some for glory, and some for a commodity more available 
in time of need. 


MEETING or THE MAryLAND Jockey Ctun.—There will be one at the 
Central Course, on the day before the races, the same day that the match 
race will come off. One of the objects will be to take counsel of the old 
sportsmen as to altering the distances, another the admission of members. 
It is hoped the meeting will be full at 12 o’clock. 


BERTRAND, sire of Bertrand Junior, standing last year, as the present, 
in Kentucky, had offered to him more than two hundred mares at $40. 
His owners closed the season when he had served one hundred and eighty- 
SIX. 

i> We understand that Luzborough is doing remarkably well, having 
refused some mares already, not thoroughbred—he has covered about 
eighty.—Cols. Singleton and Spann, and Mr. B. F. Taylor, of S. Carolina, 
send their choice mares—Col. Hampton’s expected daily.—Fylde, it is said 


will cover as many as his owners desire he should—all who see him admire 
him. 





WE are promised, from a very competent pen, a full account of the next 
great Derby and Oaks stakes in England; giving, what we have long de- 
sired, the time, weights and distance, as compared with ours. 





Oscar Junior, out of Floretta—not out of sister to Floretta: 

“Since writing to you some time since, relative to the pedigree of Oscar 
Junior, I have received a letter from Gen. Gibson, in which he says, that 
Floretta was his (Oscar Junior's) dam, and that there are more than fifty 
persons, in the neighborhood of Washington city, who can attest tothe fact. 

“GrorGE BLaAney.” 


The above is published in contradiction to the extract from the Maryland 
Gazette, inserted at page 262, of this volume. Oscar Junior is entitled to 
all the honor and value derivable from being the son of one of the most 
distinguished four mile nags in the annals of the American turf. We can- 
not account for the error in the Maryland Gazette. 


In the handicap, Waynesborough (Geo.) Jockey Club races, (vol. iv. p. 
$67,) Eliza Jackson ran siz heats without winning one. Ought she not to 
have been excluded after the fifth heat? Respectfully, B. 

[Yes, if the race was best three in five.] 





Vol. 4. No. 9.] AND SPORTING MAGAZINE. 483 


SportsmMen’s Livery.—It is much to be desired that each sportsman 
should have his particular livery, fired and published—to remain ever after 
unaltered. The public would soon get familiar with the associated colors 
of each; and, on seeing any number of nags in a race, would at once dis- 
tinguish one from another. Blue jacket and cap, for instance, would at 
once designate Col. Johnson’s horse; whilst yellow and black, discernible 
at any distance, would be known as the livery of Mr. Selden. If necessary, 
the clubs should take some order on the subject, not allowing any depar- 
ture from the established livery. We shall publish a list as soon as we 
can get informed of a sufficient number to make a beginning, and finally, 
as complete a one as can be made out. We will thank every gentleman 
to describe the colors of the jacket and cap to be worn by his rider. The 
list being published, no two persons will adopt the same. 





Witmineton (N. C.) Race Course. 

The undersigned, members and officers of the Wilmington Jockey Club, 
having been appointed, by a resolution of the Club, to measure the track, 
have performed that duty, and certify, that, measured at the distance of 
three feet from the inside of the track (as now arranged) it was one mile 
and two feet round. 

The track is laid out precisely according to the plan laid down in No. 7, 
Vol. iv. A.T. R. It isa soft but level track; about five hundred yards of 
it is heavy sand, and therefore not calculated to make the best time. 

Wn. B. Meares. 
F. J. Swann. 
A true copy, R.H. Cowan. 
Joun A. Taytor, Sec’ry. D. G. McRae. 


A Produce Sweepstakes, for foals of 1833, will be run at Wilmington, 


N.C. the week previous to the meeting of 1836. Entrance $100, h. f.— 
Four entries, viz. 

Produce of Jenny Deans and American Eclipse. 

Produce of Polly Martin and American Eclipse. 

Produce of Lady Granville and Sir Charles. 

Produce of Wren and American Eclipse. 





JANE ON THE GREEN, property of G. G. Presbury, Jr.—gone to Louis- 
ville, Ky.—trotted on the Canton Course, fall of 1830:—first mile, 3m. 38s. 
—second, $m. 39s.—third, $m. 48 s.—fourth, 3m. 53 s.—fifth, 4m. 13s,— 
sixth, 4m. 13s.—seventh, 4m. 11s.—eighth, 4m. 7s.—ninth, 4m.—tenth, 
4m. 5s.—eleventh, 4m. 1 s.—twelfth, 4m. 2s.—-thirteenth, 4m. 6s.— 
fourteenth, 4m. 6 s.--fifteenth, 3m. 50s.—sixteenth, 4m. 15 s.—seven- 
teenth, 4m. 4s.--eighteenth, 4 m.—-nineteenth, 3m. 47 s.—twentieth, 4m. 
6 s.——twenty-first, 4m. 51 s.—twenty-second, 3 m. 42 s.--twenty-third, 3m. 
38 s.—-twenty-fourth, 3 m. 50 s.—twenty-fifth, 3 m. 31 s.—twenty-sixth, 
3m. 25 s.—twenty-seventh, 3m. 20s.—twenty-eighth, 3 m. 19 s.—twenty- 
ninth, 3 m. 16 s.—thirtieth, 3 m. 40 s.-—-Total, 1h. 56m. 36s. 

Leaving 3 m. 24s. to spare in the two hours in which the thirty miles 
were to have been performed. She was to go thirty times round in two 
hours; bet $1000—completed thirty-one within the time. 

Mr. Garrison won every day at the late Jerusalem meeting. ‘Tis said 
Red Rover gave Mucklejohn as much as he could do. 


A offers B a bet, and B says done. Is it necessary for A to say “done” 
also, in order to constitute a bet?--*** Only among strangers, as A may not 
choose to bet with B.—Bell’s Life. 














484 . AMERICAN TURF REGISTER [May, 1833. 


To Mr. K. H. Muse & Co. Hillsborough, Va. April 4, 1833. 

In your advertisement of Shakspeare you say, in substance, he was by 
Virginian; his dam by Mr. Herbert Hill's Shenandoah, a son of the cele- 
brated racehorse Potomac. He was out of Mr. Hill’s bay mare, by imp. 
Febrifuge; her dam by Grey Diomed. Grey Diomed was by imp. Medley, 
&c. Her grandam by Wildair; her g.g. dam by Flimnap; her g. g. g. 
dam by old Valiant, &c. And that through his dam he at once inherits a 
deep cut of the Medley, through Grey Diomed.* Do you wish to be under- 
derstood (as persons generally understand it, and as one of your company 
pina ee it to me) that Shakspeare’s grandam was by Grey Diomed—his 

co by Wildair—his g. g. g.dam by Flimnap—his g. g. g. g. dam 
by Valiant?) Or, that Shenandoah’s grandam was by Grey Diomed—his 
g.g- dam by Wildair, &c. and that you have not given the blood of the 
dam of Shakspeare? 

By answering the above, through the A. T. R. you will oblige several of 
the breeders of fine horses in Kentucky. No. 6. 





Miss Martre is in very lively work, and, we understand, promises well 
for the spring campaign. She threatens to haunt the gallant O’Kelly 
whithersoever he may go; and it is said there is a standing bet of $1000 
on the issue, whenever and as often as they may meet. 





Promisinc Corts—value enhanced by being entered in sweepstakes. The 
great Derby stakes (upwards of one hundred subscribers, fifty guineas 
each) comes off on the 20th of this month. The odds are eight to one 
against Prince Lewellyn; nine to one against Revenge; (tk.) nine to one 
against Glaucus; (tk.)—all three year “olds. An American gentleman, 
(himself a prime favorite with all who know him.) being in England when 
Prince Lewellyn was sold, saw in him, as a yearling, high promise of dis- 
tinction, and offered two hundred guineas for him. He went off at two 
hundred and ten at Mr. Mostyn’s “sale. He has been lately sold to the 
Messrs. Chifney for three thousand pounds; Glaucus for three thousand 
guineas; and three thousand pounds have been refused for Revenge. 

All persons having well bred colts, would do well] to enter them in sweep- 
stakes. They will sell better with their engagements. Various schemes 
of subscription are kept open at the office of the Sporting Magazine; and 
entries may be made, and any new stake ctiiatee by letter to the Editor. 

Tae Lyncururc Jockey Crus —It gives us pleasure to announce the 
formation of a club, with one hundred and fifty members already, at Lynch- 
burg, in Virginia. By next autumn, it will be one of the strongest clubs 
in America. Their races come off on the 24th of this month: a match 
race for $1000, and large sweepstakes, besides regular purses, amounting 
to $850. Pretty well for a beginning. The sport “goes bravely on.” 

Officers of the club: 

Rosnentr Morniss, President. 

Hvueu Montrcomertr, Vice President. 
J.M. Wavke, Secretary. 

Y. N. Outver, Treasurer. 

We, the subscribers, agree to run a sweepstakes over the Central 
Course, spring of 1834, (the Monday preceding the spring meeting,) with 
colts and fillies then three years old; mile heats; entrance $100. h.f.; four 
or more to make a race; to be confined to Maryland and District of Co- 
lumbia colts and fillies. To close and name by January 1, 1834. 

Cuas. 8. W. Dorsey. 
T.R.S. Boyce. 
March 1, 1833. Txos. J. GopMAN. 
* Only one sixty-fourth. 
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RACING CALENDAR. 





Hauirax (Va) Races, 


Commenced on Wednesday, October 3, 1832. 
First day, proprietor’s purse $200; entrance, $15: two mile heats, 


John C. Goode's b. c. Row Galley, four years old, by Arab, - 1 1 
Col. J. P. White’s ch.c. Rapid, four years old, by Ratler, 4 2 
R. Long’s b. f. Eliza Walker, four years old, by Eclipse, - 2 3 
Wm. McCargo's b. f. Lady Mayo, four years old, by Sir William, 3. dr. 


This race was won easily, and in fine style, by Row Galley. 
Time, first heat, 3 m. 57s.—second heat, 4 m. 4s. 


Second day, Jockey Club purse $400, entrance $20; three mile heats. 
Col. J. P. White’s ch. h. Collier, six years old, by Sir Charles, 1 1 
R. Long’s ch. c. Mohawk, four years old, by Shawnee, - 2 2 
John C. Goode’s b. f. Mary Jane, four years old, by Bertrand, $3 3 
In this race Mary Jane got one of her hind legs injured, and did not run 
as well as was expected by her owner. 


The third day was a sweepstakes, and won by Col. J. P. White’s im- 
ported filly, by old Truffle. 


Hititssoroveu (N. C.) Races, 


Commenced on Wednesday, October 10, 1832. 


First day,a sweepstakes for three year olds, $200 entrance, p.p. four 
subscribers; mile heats. 

Wm. Cain’s ch. c. Orange Boy, three years old, by Sir Archy, 1 
Josiah Turner’s b. f. three years old, by North Carolinian, - 3 
Charles Phillips’ b. c. three years old, by North Carolinian, 2 
Wm. H. Phillips’ b. c. three years old, by North Carolinian, - 4 
Time, first heat, 1 m. 57 s.—second heat, 1 m. 53 s. 

Second day, mile heats. 

R. H. Long’s Eliza Walker, four years old, by Eclipse, - 
J. P. White’s Miss Mayo, by Sir William, - - 
Josiah Turner's b. f. Sally Hawkins, three years old, by North 
Carolinian, - - - - - - 

Gen. Graves’ Sanhedrim, by Arab, - - ° 
Mr. Baker’s b. f. Curlew, three years old, by Marion, - 
Time, first heat, 1 m. 52 s.—second heat, 1 m. 54s. 


Third day, two mile heats. 

Richard Bullock’s Delilah, four years old, by Sir Archy, - 
J. P. White’s Rapid, four years old, by Ratler, - . 

R. H. Long’s Mohawk, four years old, by Shawnee, - - 
Time, first heat, 4m. 1 s.—second heat, 3 m. 50s. 
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Fourth day, purse $350; three mile heats. 

J. P. White’s Collier, six years old, by Sir Charles, 
Mr. Baker’s ch. f. four years old, by Sir Archy, - 
There was but one heat, Mr. Bullock’s filly being withdrawn. 


. - 1 
‘ 2 


Marianna (Flor.) Races, 


Commenced on Wednesday, January 23, 1833. 
First day, purse $250—money up, without discount; three mile heats. 
Mr. Sprowl’s b. h. Platoff, six yon old, by Kosciusko; dam by 

1 1 


Hephestion; 118 lbs. - 
Mr. Alston's aanckinjehe, five yee old, by Mueklejobi; dam by 


Potomac; 110 lbs. - 2 2 
Time, first heat, 6m. 2 ieomminel hast, 6m. 6s. 


Second day, for balance of the Jockey Club money, $175, (money up;) 


mile heats, best three in five. 
Mr. Sprowl’s General Andrew Jackson, six years old, by 


Timoleon; dam by Whip; 118 bs. - - - 1 0 
Mr. Rick’s Junius, aged, 121 lbs. - - - - Q - 
3 dis. 


Mr. Ferrill’s two year old colt, carrying 93 lbs. - 

Time, first heat, 1m. 56s.—second heat, 1 m. 54s. 

Third day, for all the entrance money of the preceding days—say $110, 
mile heats. 

Mr. Sprowl] entered and run Col. R. H. hangs gr.c. Edwin, 
four years old, by Sir Andrew; 100]bs.  - 1 1 
Mr. Alston’s b. f. Maggy Brown, four years old by Mucklejobs 
dam by Potomac; 97 Ibs. 2 

Time, first heat, 2 m.—second bent, 1m. 59s. 

A match race, for $100, was then made between Edwin and Sam Patch; 
mile heats, best three in five; to be run for on Monday following. 

Won by Edwin. 

Time, first heat, 2m.—second heat, 2 m.—third heat, 1m. 59 s. 

Fourth day. This was a beautiful contest between 

Mr. Malony’s h. Weazel, - . . - - 111 

Mr. Sprowl’s Bob Cotton, - - - - sess 

They were nearly equal. The weather was extremely fine and the turf 
in excellent order. 

A sweepstakes for three year old colts and fillies; mile heats; $100 en- 
trance; four or more to make a race. Three co!ts entered. Books to close 


Ath July next. To be run the day preceding the next annual races. 
Jas. J. Pirrman, Sec’ry. 


2 


Witmineton (N. C.) Jockey Crus Races, 


Commenced, under the new organization of the Club, on Wednesday, 
March 20, 1833. 

First day, purse $132, with a silver pitcher valued at $50, given by the 
Club; entrance $20; mile heats. Free only for colts and fillies owned by 
members of the Club who reside within the congressional district. 

John Dawson's ch. f. saat three years om, by Irishman; dam 


by Jolly Friar; 83 lbs. 1 1 
W. B. Meares’ b.f. Molly Brown, three years old, by Giles Scrog- 

gins; dam Jenny Deans; 84 lbs. - $ 2 
Major F. J. Swann’s b. c. Hanover, three yatee old, by Van 

Tromp; dam by Sir Alfred; 86 lbs. - 2 bit. 
A.D. Moore's ch. f. Die Vernon, three years old, by Giles Scrog- 

gins; 92 lbs. dis. 


Time, first heat, 2m. 1 ery heat, 2 m. 10s. 
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Fanny took the lead in both heats, and kept it, with apparent ease, 
throughout the race; though, it is believed, the result would have been 
different, if Hanover had kept the track. It is but justice to Die Vernon 
to state, that she was nearly rough and carried 9 lbs. overweight. 

Second day, purse $150; entrance $12; two mile heats. Postponed to 
the next day on account of rain. 

Third day. Purse of yesterday. 

W. B. Meares’ b. m. Eliza Walker, five years old, by American 
Eclipse; dam by Moore’s Sir Archy; 107]lbs. _—- - . - 

H. Y. Waddell’s gr. g. Rob Roy, aged, by Decatur; 121 lbs. 2 2 

Time, first heat, 4m. 24s.—second heat, 4m. 9s.—Won easily. 

The track, which is always a heavy one, and therefore not good for 
making quick time, was made more heavy by the hard rains of yesterday. 

Same day, purse $300; entrance $20; three mile heats. 

William M. West’s b. f. Lady Sumner, four years old, by Shawnee, dam 
by Sir Archy, galloped over and took the purse, without a competitor. 

Thus ended our first meeting; and, although there were not as many 
horses as we expected, yet the sport was good. The most perfect order 
prevailed on the ground; and we hope, by discountenancing every thing 
like riot and confusion, to keep the turf (as it should be kept) respectable. 
The rules of the Central Course, with few exceptions, have been adopted 
by the club. Joun A. Taytor, See’ry. 


Tay.orsvit_e (Va.) Racers, 
Commenced on Wednesday, April 16, 1833. 
First day, a sweepstakes for three year olds; $50 entrance, h.f.; mile heats. 


Thos. Doswell’s bl. c. by Tariff, - - - © iw 
J.P. White’s b.c. by Monsieur Tonson, (lame,) - - 2: 
W.L. White’s ch. c. by Monsieur Tonson, - - - 3 3 
Thos. Shelton’s b. f. by Tariff, - - - - 4 fell. 
J. M. Botts’ gr. f. by Medley, out of the grandam of Trifle, bolted, after 


running three-quarters of a mile ahead, under a hard pull. 
Time, first heat, 1 m. 57s.—second heat, 1 in. 56s. 


Second day, proprietor’s purse $200; two mile heats. 
Hector Davis’ ch. m. Dolly Dixon, six years old, by Sir 
Charles; 115 lbs. - - - - - 
- Wm. L. White’s b. h. Mattaponi, six years old, by Tom 
Tough; 118 lbs. - - - - - 
John P. White’s ch. f. Anna Maria, four years old, by 
Truffle; 97 Ibs. - - - - - $ 4 2 dr. 
Thomas Doswell’s br. f. Sting, four years old, by Tariff; 
97 lbs. - - - - - - 
John M. Botts’ ch. c. Backslider, (formerly Methodist,) 
four years old, by Hotspur; 100]bs. - - - 4 dr. 


Before starting, it is difficult to say which was the favorite. Each was 
well sustained by respective friends. At the tap of the drum off they all 
went; Sting taking the lead, closely followed by Dolly Dixon, on whose 
haunches lay Backslider—the three making a lap, after the order of shin- 
gles. In this position, they went for a mile and a half, till Sting, seeming 
to dislike the company of Dolly, made play; as if to challenge her more 
youthful competitor to gallant her with a brush through the admiring 
crowd. The Hotspur, with more prudence than gallantry, declined the 
apparent invitation; when Dolly, sorry to see Miss Sting ungallanted, de- 
termined to keep her company. As if moved supernaturally, she regained, 
in an instant, the ground she had lost in courtesy to the Hotspur. Each 
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exerted themselves to the utmost to gain the goal and win the applause of 
the public. Faster than thought they passed the stand. Which had it? 
“Dolly,” said tens of voices. “Sting,” said dozens. ‘ ’T was a dead heat,” 
swore many. The judges, also, seemed to be for some time divided. A 
majority, however, decided in favor of Sting by eighteen inches.—Time, 
4m. Is. 

The interval for rubbing and cooling off afforded time for as many specu- 
lations as to the result as there were spectators to witness it. All were 
now favorites. The bugle again summoned them to the field of honor and 
glory. Each obeyed the call. At the tap of the drum, however, Back- 
slider, not liking his position, refused to assist Mattaponi to gallant their 
fair competitors two miles more. Mattaponi not having an arm for each 
of the girls, selected Miss Sting for his partner, in the promenade over 
“hill and dale;” just leaving Dolly and Anna Maria so far behind as to be 
out of hearing what passed between them. Thus they went for a mile and 
a half, (Miss Sting a little ahead of her gallant,) when she was obliged to 
acknowledge that the son of Tom Tough, although under size, was all 
horse. She yielded; but not without opposing all that nature could to the 
conquest.—Time, 4m. 2s. 


Miss Sting now retired, to keep company with Backslider. Thirty 
minutes expired, and the contest was renewed. It was not this or nezt, 
but now or never with Dolly and Anna Maria. The English filly, for the 
first time, hoisted all sail. She had not measured more than half the 
distance round, when Dolly was a mile’s distance behind, who, recollecting 
that “the race is not always to the swift,” pressed forward with all her 
might. Ina mile more the space between them had about half filled up. 
The rider on the English filly discovered that Dolly was gaining, who, 
excited by a nearer approach, exerted every nerve. Desperate was the 
struggle. Down out of sight they went, as they entered the quarter- 
stretch. The suspense was momentary, but intense. Up they come— 
Anna Maria still ahead. Dolly has the whip, as well as spurs; both spur, 
both whip, both whip and spur. They lock--they pass the judges-——Dolly 
ahead. Shouts of “Old Virginia never tire.’—Time, 3 m. 59s. 


Anna Maria now went to see what had become of Backslider and Miss 
Sting, leaving the contest to Mattaponi (who in the last heat just dropt in) 
and Dolly Dixon. Off they went, where thrice they had gone before, Dolly 
taking the lead and maintaining it to the end.—Time, 4m. 3s. 

Thus ended one of the most beautiful and interesting races the writer 
ever saw. . 

Third day, Jockey Club purse $300; three mile heats. 

Henry A. Tayloe’s ch. h. Tychicus, five years old, by Clifton; 


110lbs. - - - - - - 1 
John M. Botts’ b. c. Rolla, four years old, by Gohanna; 100]bs. 4 2 
Wm. L. White's ch. c. Yellowjacket, four years old, by Monsieur 

Tonson; 100 lbs. . - - - - . 3 
Thos. Doswell’s b. m. Eliza Wharton, five years old, by Director; 

107lbs. - - - - - - + . 4 


A very pretty and interesting race. 
Time, first heat, 6 m. 7s.—second heat, 6m. 4s. 


Same day, a match, one mile out, between Mr. Vaughan’s Lepanto, by 
Logan, and Col. White's Bluestone, by Tariff; each three years old. 

Won by Lepanto. 

Fourth day, a sweepstakes, 

Dr. Sheppard’s Count Platoff, four years old, by Tariff, - 2 

Col. White’s Sir Patrick, four years old, by Tariff, - 1 

Sir Patrick attempted to bolt in the second heat. 

Track seven yards over a mile, and very hilly. 


2 
22 
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Briviant. 
Washington, D. C. March, 1833. 
Mr. Epiror: 

I] send you herewith the pedigree 
of Brilliant,a Medley horse frequent- 
ly referred to in your publication, 
and of other valuable animals he 
traces to,not heretofore recorded. I 
also send the original papers, proving, 
as you will find, that the blood of all 
is as stated. 

i> Those marked with a + are 
already on record. 

Brilliant was raised by Captain 
George H. Terrett, of Fairfax Co. 
Virginia, who also owned his sire 
and dam at the time of their deaths. 
He was sold by him to his present 
owner, Captain George Chichester, 
of the same county. He was dropped 
on the 17th day of April, 1815. 

He was by Timoleon; he by Grey 
Diomed,} and he by Medley.t+ 

His dam, Caroline, was by Mar- 
shal. 

His g. dam, Moll Brazen, by imp. 
Spread Eagle.t 

His g. g. dam, Nancy Medley, 
(also the dam of Suckey Tawdry,) 
by imp. Medley.+ 

His g. g. g. dam by old Fear- 
nought.t 

His g.g.g. g. dam by old Jolly 
Roger.t 

His g.g.g.g.g.dam by old Othel- 

0.f 
His g. g.g.g.g.g. dam by old 
Maen’ in tales ’ 

His g.g.g.g.g. g. g. dam “an 
imported mare.” 

Timoleon, a grey horse, was raised 
by Mr. Lowndes, of Bladensburg, 
Md.—sold to Thos. Peter, Esq. then 
and now of Georgetown, D. C.—by 
him sold to G. W. P. Custis, Esq. 
of Arlington—died the property of 
Capt. Terrett, without getting any 
other blooded stock than Brilliant 
and Virginia,t the dam of Paragon.t 
Timoleon was purchased by Mr. Pe- 
ter, by the urgent advice of the late 
Charles Duvall, of Maryland, in 
whose hands and others he proved 
a first rate racehorse, particularly 


with heavy weights and at long dis- 
tances. He was by Grey Diomed; 
his dam, Bonny Lass, by imp. Vene- 
tian;t g. dam by Lloyd’s Traveller;{ 
g.g. dam by B. Dulaney’s'Othello;+ 
g. g.g.dam imported, by Spot; g. g. 
g.g.dam by Sedbury; g. g.g. g. g. 
dam by Cartouch; g. g. g. g. g. g. 
dam by Flying Childers, out of a 
Barb mare. 

Marshal was byimp. Spread Eagle, 
out of the celebrated Virginia Nell, 
by imp. Highflyer; his g. dam, Lady 
Bull, by Baylor’s Gallant; his g. g. 
dam by imp. Brunswick;f his g. g. g. 
dam by imp. Ranter;} his g. g. g. 
g. dam by imp. Monkey;y his g. g. 
g.g.g.-dam by imp. Dabster;} his 

.g.g.g.g.g. dam was “Colonel 
AA Thornton’s imp. Roan.”— 
The Highflyer referred to was im- 
ported into Virginia, (not Maryland.) 
He was sold by Mr. Tattersall to 
Smith, Young, and Hyde, by whom 
he was imported in 1788. He was 
bred by Lord Egremont. He was 
got by old Highflyer; his dam Ange- 
lica, by Snap; g. dam by Regulus; 
g. g. dam by Bartlett’s Childers; g. 
g.g.dam by Honeywood’s Arabian; 
g.g. g. g. dam was the dam of the 
True Blues. Young Highflyer was 
brother in blood to the famed Sir 
Peter Teazle. 

Brilliant was trained but once, 
for three weeks, when three years 
old, when he ran a hard bottomed 
race over the Washington Course. 
Racing being in his day out of vogue, 
in this country, he was used for seven 
successive winters, by his owner, 
weighing 250lbs; and, as you, Mr. 
Editor, can verify, in many hard 
chases each winter. You will recol- 
lect that, mounted’ on Brilliant, no 
man, (not even yourself,) mounted 
on the best nags of this country, 
could keep pace with his owner, 
Captain Terrett, [especially going 
rapidly down hill.] He is now, at 
eighteen years of age, as free of 
blemish asa colt. He has been sent 
this season to the south, where he 
is now standing; not, however, be- 
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fore several amateurs, your personal 
friends, have had the advantage, in 
their studs, of hisservices. His dam, 
Caroline, was trained and run twice 
the fall she was four years old, by 
Capt. Terrett. Once in a sweep- 
stakes, three mile heats, (nine en- 
tries, six starting,) at Fairfax court 
house, Va. In that she distanced 
all but one. Her second trial, same 
season, was for the Jockey Club 
purse of Fairfax, three mile heats, 
(nine started.) She distanced all, 
but Colonel Tyler's horse Parker, 
the first heat; and beat him the se- 
cond heat, under a pull. Her dam, 
Moll Brazen, was never trained. 
Nancy Medley was a great race nag 
at all distances. 

This pedigree would have been 
sent you long since, but that the 
blood of Nancy Medley, although 
known to be genuine, could not be 
positively ascertained until recently. 
It was procured from Patrick Nes- 
bit Edgar, Esq. author of the Stud 
Book, &c. now forthcoming. 

A. ?. T. 





Blooded stock belonging to Col. Wm. 
Wynn, of Petersburg, Va. 


Acaquittat,r. ch. (foaled in 1823,) 
fifteen hands three inches high; got 
by old Timoleon; his dam by old Dio- 
med; grandam by Wildair; g. g.dam 
by Apollo; his g. g.g. dam by Eclipse; 
g.g.g.g. dam by Mark Antony; g. 
g- g.g.g.dam by imported Partner; 
g.g.g.g. g. g. dam by old Fear- 
nought; his g. g. g. g. g. g. g. dam 
by English John Bland’s imported 
mare. Acquittal was a horse of un- 
common speed. He perhaps never 
was beaten a single heat, from one 
to three miles; but did not repeat. 
Believed to have been injured while 
young with the colt’s distemper. His 
dam produced Beggargirl and Boli- 
var, both capital runners ut all dis- 
tances. ’ 

MEr rn, br.b.(foaled in 1824,) six- 
teen hands high; very black legs, 
main and tail; got by Sir Archy, and 
more like him than any of his get; 
his dam by old Bedford; his grandam 
by old Daredevil; his g. g. dam by 
old Shark; his g. g. g. dam by Pil- 
grim, (old Indian Queen;) her dam 
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by old Janus; grandam by old Jolly 
Roger. Pilgrim was got by old 
Fearnought, out of Gen. Meade’s 
noted old mare Brandon—dam of 
Celer, Claudius, Quicksilver, Fitz- 
partner, ‘Tippoo Saib, and others.— 
She was by imp. Aristotle—imp. 
Whittington—imp. Jolly Roger. In- 
dian Queen was the dam of Mr. 
Wilkins’ Belville, a good runner at 
all distances; the grandam of Sir 
William and Mucklejohn, and g. g. 
damof Henry. Tippoo Saib, Pilgrim’s 
half brother, got Mr. Eppe’s grey 
mare, dam of Wilke’s Wonder, by 
Diomed, and Mr. Johnson’s (after- 
wards Gen. Jackson’s) Pacolet, by 
Citizen. 

Matco., br. b. (foaled in 1827,) 
fifteen hands two inches high; very 
black legs, main and tail; got by Sir 
Charles; his dam by Sir Alfred; his 
grandam by Hoomes’ Tom Tough; 
g. g. dam by imp. Spread Eagle; g. 
g.g.dam dy Sims’ Wildair; his g. g. 
g.g. dam by Hart’s Medley; his g. 
g.g. g. g.dam by old Janus. 

Brutus, br. b. (foaled in 1828,) 
fifteen hands two inches high; black 
legs, main and tail; got by Sir Archy; 
his dam by imp. Bedford; his gran- 
dam by Bellair; his g. g. dam by 
Shark; his g. g. g. dam by Wildair; 
his g. g. g.g. dam by Lexington; his 
g.g.g.g. g. dam by Jolly Roger; 
his g. g. g.g.g. g.dam by Spanking 
Roger; his g. g.g.g.g.g. g. dam 
imp. mare Miss Bell. The dam of 
Brutus is the grandam of Mr. John- 
son’s noted mare Trifle. 

James Cropper, br. b. (foaled 
in 1827,) fifteen hands two inches 
high; got by Sir Charles; his dam 
by the celebrated Whip of Kentucky; 
his grandam by Spread Eagle. James 
Cropper’s dam, it appears, was 
brought from Danville, Ky. about 
the year 1824. ‘Through the agency 
of your Magazine, I hope to get his 
pedigree in full, on the side of his 
dam. I ask it as a favor; and am 
sure that any gentleman who can, 
will give it with pleasure. I hope 
you, Mr. Editor, will indulge me: I 
delight to speak of James. He, like 
old Sally Hope, were great favorites 
of mine; neither having been run 
four miles before I became their 
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owner; and I can say, I never lost a 
race with either, only by accident. 
Witiiam Wynn. 
Certificate.—(Copy.) 

We, the undersigned, weil knew 
James Cropper,(formerly Little Jim,) 
and we do not hesitate to give it as 
our decided opinion, that he was one 
of the best racehorses, at all dis- 
tances, we ever saw; having run and 
won many races at all distances. 
pening, Aig many horses he beat, 
were Mr. Johnson’s Andrew, whom 
he beat at Newmarket, fall he was 
three years old, at three heats; and, 
fall he was four years old, he beat 
Black Maria, at three heats of four 
miles—getting to Poughkeepsie, N. 
Y. only seven days before. 

Given under our hands, this 25th 
day of December, 1832. 

Joun Minee, Jr. 
Joun BELcHERs. 
WitxiaM H. Mince. 
James Mince. 
Witiiam Wynn. 

Mary Ranvotpn, gr. (foaled 13th 
March, 1829,) sixteen hands high; 
got by Gohanna; her dam by Inde- 
pendence; her grandam, Meg of 
Wapping, by Bedford, out of the imp. 
mare bred by Mr. Kidd, of England, 
(Alexandria.) Independence was got 
by Quicksilver; his dam by Handel; 
grandam by Spanking Roger, out of 
the imp. mare Polly Peacham.— 
Quicksilver was got by Hart’s imp. 
Medley. 

IsaBexva, br. b. (foaled in 1821,) 
fifteen hands three inches high; got 
by Sir Archy; her dam, Blackghost, 
by Lightfoot’s imp. Oscar; her gran- 
dam, Dr. Dixon’s Pillbox, by imp. 
Pantaloon; g. g. dam, Melpomene, 
by Morton’s imp. Traveller; g. g. g. 
dam, Virginia, by old Mark Antony; 
g.g.g.g.dam, Polly Byrd, by imp. 
Aristotle; g. g. g. g.g. dam, Young 
Bonny Lass, by imp. Jolly Roger, 
out of imp. Bonny Lass, by Bay 
Bolton—Darley’s Arabian—Byerly 
Turk--Taffolet Barb--Place’s White 
Turk—natural Barb mare. Isabella 

run with success until six years old. 
At three years old she won the 
Jockey Club purse at Baltimore, 
three mile heats, over the Canton 
Course. The next week, at Wash- 
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ington, she won the Jockey Club 
purse, four mile heats. The next 
week she won her Jast sweepstakes, 
over the Belfield Course, having won 
at Lawrenceville before going to 
Baltimore.—(Sent to Luzborough 
the present season.) 

Her produce: 

Anvil, br. b. (foaled April 1, 1829,) 
fifteen hands two inches high, has 
won three out of four stakes; got by 
Monsieur Tonson. 

Drone, ch.(foaled March 13, 1830,) 
fifteen hands two inches high; got 
by Monsieur Tonson. Now in train- 
ing. 

_ b. (foaled April 1, 1831,) 
fifteen hands high, twenty-three 
months old; got by Merlin. 

Missed to Merlin 1832. 

Martha Washington, ch. f. (foaled 
February 22, 1833;) got by Sir 
Charles. Entered in a produce stake, 
Central Course, fall of 1836. 

Missourr, ch. m. (foaled 1823,) 
fifteen hands one inch high: got by 
Sir Hal; her dam by imp. Bedford, 
out of old Agnes, (the Thrift mare.) 
Agnes—see Turf Register, vol. i. 
p. 53. (Read g. g. dam imported by 
Dr. Mail, instead of “by Doctor 
Mail.”’) 

Her produce: 

Indiana, ch. (foaled in 1829,) fif- 
teen hands high; got by Contention. 
Never trained; now with Gohanna. 

Martha Ann, br. (foaled in 1830,) 
fifteen hands high; got by Monsieur 
Tonson. Now in training. 

Missouri is now in foal to Sir 
Charles, which will be dropped about 
May 10. 

Contest, (foaled April, 1833,) by 
American Eclipse. 

Councit, ch. m. (foaled 1828,) fif- 
teen hands high; got by Contention; 
her dam by Sir Archy; grandam by 
Hill’s King Tammany; he by old 
King Tammany, who was by old 
Janus; g. g. dam Hill’s imp. mare; 
g. g. g. dam by Grey Diomed; g. g. 
g.g.dam Bandy; g. g. g. g. g. dam 
by Mark Antony. 

Her produce: 

Concert, (foaled April, 1833,) by 
American Eclipse. 


Compact, b.c. (foaled April, 1832;) 
got by Merlin; his dam by Virginian; 
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grandam by imp. Bedford; g. g. dam 
by Daredevil; g. g.g. dam by Wild- 
air; g. g- g. g. dam by Flimnap; his 
g-g- g. g. g. dam by Fearnought; 
g.g. g. g. g. g. dam imp. natural 
Barb Monkey mare. 

Resvurter, b. f. (foaled 1831;) 
got by Merlin; her dam by Constitu- 
tion; her grandam by imp. Bedford; 
she out of old Agnes.—See Am. T. 
R. vol. i. p. 53. 

Marta, ch. m. (foaled 1823,) fif- 
teen hands two inches high; got by 
Omega; her dam by American Buz- 
zard; he by imp. Buzzard; her gran- 
dam by Febrifuge; he by Wildair; 
her g. g. dam by Bellair; Centinel— 
Fearnought—Janus—Valiant, é&c. 
With Eclipse 1833. 

Battimore, the produce of Flir- 
tilla, by American Eclipse—1833. 
Flirtilla’s pedigree already published 
by you. 

Brown Mary, b. m. (foaled 1824,) 
fifteen hands high; got by Bolivar; 
her dam by imp. Archduke; gran- 
dam by old Bellair; g. g. dam by old 
Partner; her g. g. g. dam by old Re- 
gulus; g.g. g. g. | imported. 

Lavy Mostyn, a b. yearling filly, 
(imported by F. P. Corbin, in De- 
cember, 1832,) out of Invalid, by 
Teniers; one of the late Sir Thomas 
Mostyn’s sort.* Teniers by Reu- 
bens, out of Snowdrop, by Highland 
Fling, &c. &c. (See General Stud 
Book and Weatherby’s Racing Ca- 
lendar, for the pedigrees and per- 
formances of Invalid and Teniers.) 

Morar, dk. dap. b. sixteen hands 
high, (property of Messrs. Green 
and Colquhoun, of Danville, Va.) 
by Virginian; dam by imported Arch- 
duke; grandam Castianira, dam of 
Sir Archy. 
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| Don Juan. 
Mr. Eprror: 

A gentleman, having a colt by 
Don Juan, has requested me to send 
you his pedigree, &c. On February 
25, 1828, Dr. Wm. Thornton wrote 
me as follows: 

“Don Juan was got by Ratler; his 
dam by Oscar; grandam by Medley; 
g. grandam by Cub; g. g. grandam 
by Tamerlane; g. g. g. grandam by 
the celebrated horse Juniper. He 
is four years old this spring. He was 
put into training last fall; but, meet- 
ing with a little accident in the off 
fore leg, he was taken out of train- 
ing to prevent further injury. He 
was found to be not only very fleet, 
but of extraordinary bottom, scarcely 
blowing at the end of a four mile 
gallop. I was therefore advised, by 
the trainer, not to sell him for less 
than $2000, as he would make a ca- 
pital four mile horse.” 

He was not trained again, and 
died, I am informed. young—probably 
1829. Wo. H. Tayvoe. 





Corporar. Trim was not out of 
Yankee Maid, as heretofore stated. 
He was by Sir Archy; his dam by 
Marske; grandam by Bay Yankee; 
Ceeur-de-Lion, Celer, Claudius, Apol- 
lo, imported horse Starling, imported 
mare Silver. 4. 





SHark, b. h. four years old, (pro- 
perty of C. A. Redd, Esq. of Greens- 
borough, Geo.) by Thomas’ Sir An- 
drew; dam by imp. Whip; grandam 
Queen of May, by Young Celer; g. 
g. dam by Rockingham; g.g. g.dam 
by imported Shark; g. g. g. g. dam 
by Rockingham; g. g. g. g. g. dam 
by imported Fearnought; g. g. g. g. 
g.g. dam by imported Jolly Roger. 

Feb. 1833. . 


CORRECTIONS. 


Vol. iv. p. 413, line 7, insert the word yards after the word “hundred.” 
In same page, line 13, for “second point” read first line. 


Srar, bl. (vol. iv. p. 53,) did not come of Meretrix, (so also vol. iv. p. 
372,) but of Betsey Haxall.—-See vol. iii. p. 540. 


* “Sort” is technical. 
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